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On motion, it was , ; 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourn, it should 
adjourn to meet on Monday next, In order to give 
the committees time to act upon the business laid 
before them. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented resolutions passed by 
4 - Legislature of the State of Georgia, upon the 
several following subjects: 

A resolution requesting the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives from that State to urge the propriety of 
establishing a national armory and foundry in said 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, resolutions in favor of the settlement of 
the claims of that State against the United States 
for services of her militia; which were referred 
to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. x ‘ 

Also, a resolution requesting the Senators and 
Representatives of the State of Georgia to use their 
exertions to procure the repayment of the duties 
paid by her on iron used in the construction of the 
Western and Atlantic railroad; which was referred 
tothe Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed, E ; oe 

Also, resolutions in favor of a division of that 
State into two judicial districts; which were referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, resolutions in favor of the publication of, 
and distribution by Congress among the several 
States of the Union, of the reports of the decisions 
of the Supreme Court of the United States; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a resolution in favor of the establishment 
of the following mail-routes, viz: from La Grange, 
Georgia, to Chambers Court-house, Alabama; 
from La Grange, by Franklin, to Wedomee, Ala. 
bama; from La Grange to Franklin, in Georgia; 
from La Grange, Georgia, to Tallbottom; from La 
Grange to Columbus, Georgia, and in favor of ad- 
ditional facilities in other mail-routes; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, a resolution in favor of removing the post 
office at Statesborough to the court-house in Bul- 
loch county, in that State, and the establishment 
of a mail-route from Dahlonega, Georgia, to Ben- 
ton, Tennessee; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, aresolution in favor of the establishment 
of a mail-route from Marietta to Dahlonega, and 
from Cassville to Holly Creek, in said State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, 


Executive business; and, after some time spent 
therein, the doors were reépened, when 
The Senate adjourned till Monday. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 15, 1846, 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved, 


The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
tees in their order, for reports. 


Mr. BOYD moved that the House resolve itself | 


into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; but withdrew the motion on the request of 


& number of members, so as to,enable the commit- 
tees to be called through. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


_Mr. MOULTON, from the Committee on Inva- 
id Pensions, made adverse reports upon the peti- 
tons of Benjamin Hunt, and of John Farnham; 
which reports were laid upon the table. 

Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, made a report upon the 
case of the late Jonathan Dye, accompanied by a 

ill to authorize the ayment of seven years’ half- 
ay of a lieutenant, due on account of the death of 
tenant Jonathan Dye, an officer in the Vir- 
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The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 
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cinia continental line, and who was killed in the 
battle of Brandywine; which bill was read and 
committed. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made adverse reports upon the petitions of Deerin 
Farrar and Robert Brady; which reports were laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, made a 
report in the case of Mr. Frost; 
to. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report upon the petition of Peter Shaffer. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved that the said re- 
port be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow: agreed to. 


which was arreed 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on 
"1 


Public Lands, to which was referred the bill to re- 


duce and graduate the price of public lands to ac- 
tual settlers, reported an amendatory bill in the 
following form, to wit: 

*“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of america in Congress usse nbled, That 
all of the lands of the United States whieh shall have been 
in market for ten, or more than ten years prior to the tune 
of application to enter the same under the provisions of this 
act, and still remaining unsold, shail be subject to sale at 
the price of one dollar per acre; and ali of the lands of the 
United States which shall have been in market for filteen, 
or raore than fifteen years, as aforesaid, and sull remaining 
unsold, shall be subject to sale at the price of seventy-five 
cents per acre; and all of the lands of the-United States 
which shall have been in market for twenty, or more than 
twenty years, as aforesaid, and still remaining unsold, shall 
be subiect to sale at the price of fifty cents pet acre; and 
all of the lands of the United States which shall have been 
in market for twenty-five, or more than twenty-five years, 
as aforesaid, and still remaining unsold, shall be subject to 
sale at the price of twenty-five cents per acre; and all of 
the lands of the United States which shall have been in mar 
Ket at the passage of this act, or any tine thereafter, torany 
period of tiirty, or more than Uurty year 
ing unsold, shall be, and the same are hereby, ceded and 
forever absolutely vested in the States respectively in which 
they lie. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every person ap 
plying for any of the aforesaid lands of the United Stat 
under the provisions of this act, shall be required first to 
affidavit, before the register or receiver of the proper land 
office, that he or she enters the same for his or her own use, 
for the purposes of actual settlement and cultivation by and 
for him or herself, or for the use of an adjacent farm or plan 
tation owned and occupied by him or herself, and that, to 
gether with said entry, he or she has not acquired from ¢ 
United States under the provisions of this act more than 
three hundred and twenty acres of Jand, according to the 
public surveys thereof; and if any person taking such oath 
by affidavit, shall swear falsely in the premises, he or she 
shall be subject to all of the pains and penaities of perjury: 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to prevent any person from entering or purchasing the land 
of the United States, at the price of one dollar and twenty 
five cents per acre as now authorized and provided by law: 
Ind provided, also, ‘That the quantity of land, which the 
President of the United States shall hereatter proclaim and 
ofier for sale in any one vear shall not exceed five millions 
of acres. This act shall take effect six months from and 
after its passage.”’ 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed toa 
Committee of the Whole Houwe to-morrow. 

Mr. McHENRY, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, made a report upon the peti- 
tion of James Dixon, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief ; which bill was read a first and second time, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
to-morrow. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, made an adverse report upon the peti- 
tion of L. T. Pease and James M. Smith; which 
report was laid upon the table 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Indian 





s, and still remain 
' ‘ 


. 





| Affairs, reported a bill to enable the President of 


the United States to hold a treaty with the Meno- 
monie Indians in the Territory of Wisconsin, ac- 
companied by a report in writing; which bill was 
read and committed. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports upon the petitions of Chas. Robey 
and Willis Stephens; which reports were laid upon 
the table 

Mr. LAWRENCE, from the Committee on 


Commerce, made a report upon the petition of | 


Ebenezer Wheelwright, accompanied by a bill for 
his relief; which was read and committed. 
? 


On motion of Mr. GORDON, 
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Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
A. Hathaway, and that it be committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 


On motion of Mr. HOGE, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
Win. J. A. Bradford, and that it be laid upon the 

Vir. D. P. KING, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, made a report upon the case 
of Nathaniel Bird, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read and committed. 


Nir. LAWRENCE, from the Committee on 


Commerce, reported bills of the followimg udes, 
tans 

\ bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the sc Ort r i ne! I: 

\ j . . ge «) « 

A bil for the relief of the owners and crew of 

,_«e on er | r ; 

i. bi chief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner [1 nrietta, accompanied by reports in 


each case; which bills were severally read, and 


commiutied to uie Committee of the Whole House 
1 
Nr. HOGE, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of Robert 
Seewall; which was laid upon the table. 
On motion of Nir. THOM ASSON, 
Resolved, ‘That that the Conimittee on Invalid 
Pensions inguire into the prom 


} and expedi- 


: ep yr wy] o. Dp om whe ue ° Soo 
ency ot paacing benjamin Kerlin, of Kentuc KY, 
upon the pen Hn roi. 


The bill from the Senate, entitled * An act for 
the relief of David I°. Williamson, of Pope county, 
State of Arkansas,’’ was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

CONVENTION WITH PERU. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill to carry into 
eflect the convention between the United States 
and the Re public of Peru, concluded at Lima on 
the 17th day of March, 1841. 

Nhe bill havine been read twice by its title ° 
Fee : J. ' 

J. INGERSOLL desired that it micht 

be put on its third reading. It 


; object was merely 
to authorize the 


1yment out of the treasury of 
money paid into it by the republic of Peru, and 

which could not be drawn out of the tre asury with- 

out an act of Coneress, 

Mr. TIBBAT'LS suggested the necessity, under 
the rule, of the commitment of the bill, inasmuch 
as it proposed to appropriate money. 

Some conversation on that point (after the bill 
had been read through) took piace. 

After which, the SPEAKER having €xpressed 
his opinion that commitment was necessary, 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

OREGON. 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Tissarrs, of Kentucky. in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the joint 
resolution from the Committee on Foreign Afluirs, 
providing for giving the twelve months’ notice to 
Great Britain of the termination of the convention 
of 1827, respecting the Oregon Territory. 

Mr. COCKE was entitled to the floor, and‘ ad- 
dressed the committee in opposition to the resolu- 
tion of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. He 
declared himself in favor of a peaceful policy, firm- 
ly maintaining all rights fairly ours, holding our 
own, but doing injustice to none. He contended 
that, inasmuch as neither our honor had been in- 
volved, nor our flag been insuited, it was proper for 
Congress to pause—to reflect weil upon the meas- 
ures it would adopt, and see what effect they would 
have upon the great interests of the country. 

[As this speech is in course of preparation, a 
more extended report of it is, at the request of 
Mr. C., omitted for to-day.] 

Mr. C. having concluded, 
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marks is also withheld. His speech is in course 
of preparation, and will be given at an early day.| 

Mr. MORSE followed. He said: 

Mr. Cuamman: I had hoped that the committee 
would have risen; first, for the few hours of prepa- 
ration it would have afforded me; and secondly, 
not to have been compelle d unmediatel y to follow 
the eloquent gentleman from Virginia; but as the 
House desire to hear another speech, I will go on. 

Mr. Chairman, as | may possibly separate from 
some of those trends with whom | have been in 
the habit of acting in this House, and as [ shall 
ite from the one I gave on asimi- 

t year, I desire to state briefly 


rive a different y 


mr propos ton 


the reasons which have influenced me in the deter- 
mination to vote for this notice: and I st ule in all 
frankness that it is with reluctance that 1 follow 


the gentieman from Vireinia, for it is not an affec- 

tation of mode when Li ire you that it is not 

in my power to entertain the -louse with any of 

those eloquent 
4 


d patriotic appeals, those meteor- 


© flashes of wit, or that mig vein of humor, 
with Which this diseussion h been from time to 
‘ j } , ° +t sar} 

time enlivened by »imany gentlemen who have 
preceded me in the arewmnent on the resolutions 
upon your tabl 


Nor ts tomy itention to make a speech to nre- 


{ hearts of the American people 
for war. I yield to no man it 
the policy of pr 


pare the minds : 
1 my admiration of 
; ec, Which has, in the short period 
of thirty years, i dvanced our country almost to 
the front rank in agriculture, commerce, and man- 
ufactures, and which, if persevered in for thirty 
years more, must. place her first in all those gre at 
elements of national wealth. 

And while I believe, in a just quarrel, these 
United States * are confident avainst the world in 
arms,” | eannot 
friends, that the 


cross of St. Geo; 


ivree With some of our western 
American eagle will swee p the 
e from this eoutinent, and throw 
the British jion into the Pacific, without the rufile 
of a single feather 

Sir, this notice will never be the cause of war. 
Oregon will never be the cause of war. It may be 
the pretence; and if so, it will be a war of princi- 
ple—monarchy avainst republicanism, the aristo- 
eratic few of God's anointed arcainst the Oi polloi 
of the democracy—and it cannot but be a bloody 
war; but with a firm reliance on the continuance 
of that Divine protection, and the trusty blades of 
millions of freemen, who own no rulers but of 
their choice, | have no fears for the ultimate result. 

It se ems, then, to be conceded, with perfect una- 
nimity, that we have a clear title to the territory 
of Oregon up to 49°, and by a very large major- 
ity of this House, to the whole country up to 
54° 40". Every member, [ believe, who has thus 
far addressed the committee, has satisfied himself 
that Oregon is ours. Whether deducing our right 
from the discovery of Captain Gray in 1780; from 
the exploration of Lewis and Clark; from the 
treaty with Spain in 1819; from contiguity of terri- 
r; or from manifest necessity, that fact may be 
ned in this discussion. I shall, therefore, 
leave the tile out of view, and proceed to offer a 
few remarks on the course which, in my judgment, 
it becomes the G vernment to pursue in the main- 





tenance of its just riehts, and the steps necessary 
to be taken to ‘put our citizens in posse ssion of 
that territory which all admit belongs to us, but 
which, by some diplomatic lererdemain, seems 
now more to belong to Great Britain, or rather the 
findson Bay Company. 

What is the pre sent condition of this question ? 
After a fruitless negotiation for a number of years, 
the President informs us that he offered a compro: 
mise on the parallel of 49°, which was instantly 
refused, and that he has withdrawn the proposi- 
tion; and negotiation, if it has not come to a close, 
least made a very sudden halt. Shall we 
reopen this vexed que stion—reargue the same old 
propositions—go through the same diplomatic twist- 
ings and turnings, without the least hope of ever 
reaching the end proposed ? 

If the success of our negotiations on the north- 
ern frontier afford us any standard to judge of 
the advantages of prolonging this—if the right to 
trade and establish trading positions, without a 
claim to a single foot of the soil in fee-simple, has 
krown so strong by the national laws of prescrip- 
tion, that England now indignantly refuses nearly 


has at 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BEDINGER obtained the floor, and ad- 
dress d the committee throughout his hour. 
[At the request of Mr. b., the report of his re- 


one-half of the whole territory, with the navigation 
of the Columbia river twice superadded, I concur 
heartily with the President, that the sooner the 
notice for the cessation of the joint occupancy is 
viven, the better; and this brings me to the discus- 
sion of the measure immediately before the House. 

Is it proper to give this notice at this time? 
The President thinks so, and has so recommend- 
ed in his message. Has one single arcument been 
adduced to justify the postponement of this notice? 
Have gentlemen any hope that negotiation will be 
able to effect anything more than it has done? But, 
say gentlemen on the other side, this will bring on 
the war. 

[ draw no such inference. The only effect will 
be, to get the ultimatum of England. And here I 
answer the question of the gentleman from Virgin- 
ia—If Eneland were pow to reconsider her refusal, 
and propose to accept the forty-ninth degree? and 
itis this: If this joint occupancy still continues, 
we are bound, in foro conscientiay to accept it. But 
once give this notice, and this Government may 
take 49°, or refuse it, without the violation of any 
international good faith, express or inyplied. 

The principal—indeed, I may say the only—ob- 
jection which f have heard urged by any member 
on this floor is, (assuming this to be a war meas- 
ure, which [T utterly deny,) that we are not suffi- 
ciently prepared to maintain our rights at this mo- 
When will we be stronger? Will it be to- 
day, to-morrow, or in five years? The American 
pe ople will never in time of peace consent to tax 
themselves to support large standing armies or 
powerful fleets for an emergency that may never 
happen—for a war in futuro. It must be a war in 
esse, and then their purses and swords will always 
be freely placed at the disposal of your President. 
Sir, we all have read the story of a people— 
scarecly three millions of souls—who, in resisting 


ment. 


a simple Parliamentary enactment touching some 
tea or paper, which they might use or not—when 
alarge minority of that people were, if not op- 
posed, disposed to be neutral; without money or 
credit; branded with a traitor’s name, and threat- 
ened with a felon’s grave.—defied that Power who 
had studded the earth with fortifications, and 
whitened the ocean with her sails, and for a prin- 
ciple, engaged in an eight years’ war with that ** na- 
tion, upon whose dominions the sun never sets,”’ 
and * forced the English lion to acknowledge the 
independence of the American eagle.”’ Sir, it was 
then proposed to delay this question of principle. 
What Virginian—nay, sir, what American—has 
not felt his heart bound in his school-boy days 
at the indignant rebuke of the forest-born Demos- 
thenes? 

Sir, there is a more recent event, quorum minima 
pars fui, when it was proposed to admit a revolted 
province of a sister Republic into this Union; and 
rreat and wise politicians discoursed most learn- 
edly about the advantages of delay; that it must 
ultimately certainly be yours; and although the ac- 
credited minister of that sister Republic demanded 
his passports, and threatened war, we did what we 
thought our duty, regardless of all consequences. 
What coustitutes the difference between the cases 
now, and then? Was it because our right to an- 
nex ‘Texas was considered a violation of the treaty 
with Mexico? I will not pursue this inguiry far- 
ther; but, for my single self, | have a little of that 
feeling ** that would rather rouse a lion than start a 
hare.”’ 

But I will pursue the argument for this notice. 
I would not vote for the notice last year, because 
we were hourly expecting an amicable compro- 
mise, although [ could not well understand what 
there was to compromise, if, as gentlemen say, the 
title to the whole of Oregon is ours, and because 
I would not willingly give either the strongest or 
the weakest nation any reasonable grounds of of- 
fence; because | would uot lightly hazard the 
hope of a satisfactory settlement of this question; 
because, not having the same means of ascertain- 
ine the situation of the negotiation which belongs 
to the President, I would not interfere with his 
policy on that subject. But now, tempora mutan- 
tur, et, &c. When negotiation is virtually at an 


end—when the English Government has, for the 
fourth and last time, I hope, refused the parallel 
of forty-nine degrees, and has concluced to wait 
for a more equitable offer on the part of our Gov- 
ernment—when the President has signified his 
wish to give this notice, and has called upon this 
House to show by their vote that they think with 


Jan. 15. 


him,—shall we grow circumspect at last? Sha!) 
throw distrust upon our title, not only un 
four degrees, but even to forty-nine 


we 
to fifty. 


degrees? | 


shall we lead the English Government and bad 
world at large to believe that we will ever offer “ 
better compromise than we have before 7; er 7 
forty nine degrees twice, with the nay igation of the 


Columbia river superadded? “ Perish the thought 
never, never, never. Tago-lile, to the Ponti- ss 
whose tey current and compulsive course knoars th 
returning ebb,’ we will never recede one inch fy ' 
our just pretensions to Oregon. : 

Sir, this notice does not invole a war. Is is po: 
provided for in the convention? Is it not ¢ ; 
out the treaty? Did the contracting Powers «, 
deem it when the treaty was made? On the eo, 
trary, would not the arming of your additi 
regiments, building your stockades, and all and 
each of the acts for which those gentlemen, who 
call themselves peculiarly the peace party on t) 
question, be a violation, if not of the letter, at leas: 
of the spirit of the treaty? This, | apprehend 
was the intention of both the hich contractine 
Powers, that whenever each Government shox d 
have offered its ultimatum, and whenever it wos 
ascertained that this vexed question could not |e 
settled by negotiation, that at least a year’s notice 
should be given, that a sufficient time should he 
given to both countries to prepare to withdraw 
their commerce from each other’s ports as much as 
possible; in short, to give time for reflection to 
both countries to determine whether their titles 
were sufficiently strong to justify the arbitrament 
of the sword. ‘This, it strikes me, is the comm: 
sense view of it, else why was the year’s not 
inserted? It certainly means something. Do ven- 
tlemen suppose that, upon the receipt of this no- 
tice, England intends to declare war? 1 cannot 
bring my mind to any such conclusion. This ji 
occupancy is a unilateral contraet. England, with- 
out any title, has all the advantages to be derived 
from the use of the whole territory; and we, with 
the clear title to the whole of the territory, divid: 
the occupancy. Iam no prophet, nor the son of a 
prophet, but I venture the assertion, that this ques- 
tion never will be settled, either by negotiation or 
even by arbitration, if this country were weak 
enough to submit to it; and the title to Oregon wil 
be in abeyance until the people of that country, 
finding that the tenure by which they hold their 
property so unstable, declare themselves indepen- 
dent; which I presume England desires, and which 
time will most assuredly bring about. 

You must recollect, sir, that there are other par- 
ties more deeply interested in this matter than 
yourselves; the people of Oregon themselves feel 
the want of a * local habitation and a name;”’ their 
feelings, interests, sympathies, and everything, 
lead them to attach themselves to you; and unless 
you throw over them the gis of American liberty, 
you cannot expect that they will wait forever the 
termination of a negotiation, which England never 
will put an end to,and which you seem equally dis- 
posed to continue, without the least expectation of 
a satisfactory adjustment. 

England don’t desire Oregon; she may desire such 
colonists as she has in the East; the population 
of Oregon would require too much trouble to keep 
quiet under her monarchical institutions. They 
are made of sterner stuff than to be moulded to her 
iron will. Nor did she want Texas; she would not 
have taken it fora gracious gift. But she desir d 
to see Texas an independent Government, and an 
adjournment of the last Congress, without the 
passage of the Texas resolutions, would have lost 
that beautiful star in our glorious confederacy. 
need not recapitulate the arguments. Had I heen 
a Texian, I would never, after being twice rejected, 
have applied arain for admission. The orp ere 
of her independence by Mexico—national pride— 
everything would 


arrying 


CO} 


nal 


ave conspired, and the ey 
. Ps . . 7 rag } n 
policy of inactivity would have lost us Texas then, 


‘ and the same policy, if persevered in now, W ye 


us Oregon. She will never belong to England; but 
they must have a government firmly established— 
recognised by all the world. Her language is 
Where shall we go? If you do not settle the tl 
ter, of necessity we must have a government of : ; 
own. England, with a perfect knowledge of ‘ 
strength of Loth titles, knows that our Governme . 
will never recede from 49°; but she further know: 
that there are men of high standing in both rig 
who have expressed themselves favorable = rt 
| independence of Oregon, and she is perfectly W 
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que stion, 
to induce us to consent to 
Oregon. ‘ : . ‘ 

As regards the inhabitants of that territory, in- 
dependence is certainly more desirable than any 
eonnexion with England; but in relation to us, for 
all practical purposes, I had almost as soon see 
Oregon belonging to England as to see her inde- 
oendent. All the advantages of the China trade 
would be lost to us forever. For these reasons, | 
pelieve that a delay will be fatal to our rights in 
Oregon, and will give Great Britain all that she 
desires. 

If the view that 1 have taken be correct, will 
England find any just cause of war in this notice, 
or 1) our taking possession of the whole country ? 
{think not. England had a much stronger inter- 
est in maintaining the independence of Texas than 
she has for that of Oregon, and fully as much 
right; and yet she neither made war upon us for 
this wholesale annexation of Texas, and I have 
no doubt that she prevented Mexico from decla- 
ring war; for she knows full well that with the 
United States that ** le jeu ne vaut pas la chandelle.”’ 
War with the Chinese, where the loser pays all 
expenses, is a different thing from a war with the 
United States, when all that she could gain would 
not pay for the ammunition that it cost; and my 
life upon it, Mr Chairman, England is not going 
to have a war with the United States for the sake 
of the Hudson Bay Company, or for a fur trade 
that is said to be diminishing in value very ra- 
idly. 

Jut if the President should be mistaken, and the 
venerable statesman over the way, and the chair. 
man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and all 
of us who are in favor of this notice, it ought not 
to affect the action of this House upon these reso- 
There was a time when it became our 
duty to pause and refiect upon the consequences 
of any particular measure, (where principle was 

not involved,) and the sternest statesman might 
wellask, what would England or France say upon 
this subject? Happily that time has long since 
passed, and our affairs are administered without 
the least reference to the opinions of any nation 
on the globe—peaceably, but firmly pursuing such 
a course as in our best judgment is calculated to 
secure liberty and the purswit of happiness; and 
whatever others may think, I have yet to learn 
one single act connected with our foreign policy 
that | would wish undone; and, as a proof of the 
integrity of our course, while we exacted and re- 
ceived compensation for injustice from the hands | 
of nearly every foreign government, I believe the 
first clam has yet to be made against this Govern- 
ment for any injustice done to the weakest or the 
sirongest power. Acts of individual wrong there 
may have been; but I cannot recollect one single 
act of our Government for which we have been | 
called upon to make reparation. 

As an American, as a citizen of the world, it is 
n source of the most sincere satisfaction, and more 
than all things else makes me admire the wisdom 
of our forefathers, who transmitted this rich herit- 
age,and when rightly and universally understood, 
will do more in favor of republican institutions 
than all the disquisitions of essayists that have 
ever been written on the science of government. | 

Chis fact is worth more than all the theory upon 
the subject for two thousand years. 

What reasons have been given to induce the be- 
lef that the passage of these resolutions will pre- | 
cipitate a war? It resolves itself simply into an 
*Xpression of opinion. It was one of the happiest 
of Sir Boyle Roach’s bulls, when he said * the best | 
way to avoid danger was to meet it plump in the 
fue.” Every man on this floor has found or will | 


the independence of | 


juuons. 


relation to nations. Having no aristocracy to sup- | 
port, or favorite family to ke®p in the ascendant, 


 aSce 
the world has become satisfied that individually |, 


and collectively the American people, upon the | 
slightest encroachment on their rights, would al- | 
most as soon fight as not. That idea has kept | 
them from many acollision. I recollect when Gen- | 
tral Jackson informed the French Government that | 
if they did not pay the money they owed us he | 
would cause himself to be paid in asummary man- 
ler, War was considered inevitable. We were no 
more prepared then than now; but the French | 

overnment saw that the people were ready to | 
“upport the President, the money was promptly | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





|| spirit, without regard to party lines. 


|| party. 


oO nations re- 


For these reasons, and others which have been 


‘adduced by the friends of this measure, which I 


will not trespass onthe attention of the committee to 
recapitulate , Lshall vote for the pussuge of these 
resolutions; not because | am in favor of a war, 
but because I believe that we are strictly within 
the stipulations of the treaty; because I hold it to 
be the most certain means of getting Oregon; be- 
cause I believe this Administration is pledged to 
use as effectual means to obtain Oregon as they did 
to obtain Texas; because I do not indulze for a 
moment the idea that their passage can involve this 
country in a war; and because I cannot see the ne- 
cessity of a different course where England is con- 
cerned from that pursued in relation to Mexico. 

Before I could consent to sanction by my vote 
any policy which might be interpreted into a fal- 
tering hesitancy, | must be entirely satisfied that 
there is not substantial danger of losing Oregon 
and involving my country ina war; I must have 
‘confirmation strong as proofs of Holy Writ.” 
** Make me to see it, or so prove it that the proba- 
tion bears no hinge-loop to hang a doubt upon,” 
or I will none of it. 

There is one thing that cannet fail to gratify 
every true American heart, which this discussion 
has elicited, and which even more than the Texian 
question, shows this to be purely a national one. 

‘he advocates of this measure are not confined to 
the supporters of the Administration; nor are they 
influenced by sectional feelings in the views which 
they take of this great continental question. Whigs 
and Democrats from the North, the South, the 
East, and the West, have buried their pitiful party 
animosities and local jealousies, and only vie with 
each other as to the most efficient manner in which 
they will support an American President in his 
manly and patriotic attempt to settle this American 
question; and if, in the mainer of acquiring Oregon, 
we differ, it only proves the freedom and indepen- 
dence that characterize an American statesman and 
a republican Congress, Let us not degrade the dig- 
nity of the subject, by harboring for an instant the 
idea that President-making, or political capital, in- 
fluences the action or the vote of a solitary member 
on this floor; and whatever plan shall be finally de- 
termined upon, and should a collision with any 
foreign country, unfortunately ensue, let this senti- 
ment meet a unanimous response from every mem- 
ber of this Congress, and the people from the St 
Lawrence to the Rio Grande will re-echo it back : 
“Our country—our whole country—right (or 
wrong.”’ R 

Mr. DOBBIN addressed the committee. He did 
not, he said, consider that he was bound by the 
hour-rule to make an hour speech, and, therefore, 
if he were allowed a few moments, he would re- 
linquish the floor to others. 

Mr. D. did not, he said, entertain the hope that 
he would be able to enlighten the House on this 
subject, after all the display of ability and eloquence 
in this discussion, but sueh was the magnitude of 
the question, and such its universal interest, that he 
felt constrained to give his opinion in regard to it. 
He was gratified to find that the crisis was met ina 
proper spirit; that all sectional and party spirit was 
discarded; and that members had come here from 
every portion of the country with an American 
Mach had 
been said in regard to a war party and a peace 
He was from North Carolina, and was of 
a peace party; but still he would go for the notice 
to Great Britain of the termination of the conven- 


| tion. Good policy and justice required that the 


notice should be given, and by giving it now, we 
should best promote the peace of the country. He 


ee ‘ Or | believed that those who opposed this measure were. 
find it so in private life, and it is equally true in || 


pursuing a policy that would plunge this country 
into a war. The measure now proposed was more 
peaceful, more open and honorable, and more con- 
formable with the existing convention, than the 
policy recommended on the other side. 

But he was charged with being of the war party. 
Let us see which is the war party. I (said Mr. 
D.) am for the notice. On the other side, inactiv- 
ity was recommended. He was himself, for a 
time, favorable to that inactivity. But that time 


| had passed. At the present time it would be seen 


| that all were in favor of action. Inactivity was no 


longer deemed masterly or expedient by either 
side. Both parties now preferred action. Their 
inactivity professed peace, but led to war; and it 
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yas deceptive on its very face. What was the 
7 recommended to us by the gentleman from 
‘irginia on his right? It was, to press our settle- 
ments in Oregon; to obtain the possession of the 
country through them; to send our people to Ore- 
gon with their axes and rifles as settlers. Was 
this peace? ‘These settlers, we were told, would 
soon press beyond the Columbia, though at first 
confined to its south side; and that, in afew years, 
they would acquire the country for us. They were 
to go there with their axes, but they were to carry 
rifles too, Presently they were to drop the axe, 
and we were to hear the crack of the nfle. First 
it was to be heard on the south side of the Colum- 
bia, but soon on the north side. As one gentleman 
had stated in debate, we might soon have a hun- 
dred thousand setilers in Oregon ; and among them 
there would be twenty thousand good rifles. If 
peace was intended, why should not the instru- 
ments of peace be used ? 

But no; the rifle was the instrument that was to 
establish our settlers in Orezon, both on the south 
and the north side of the Columbia. Was this 
war, or peace? What would the Hudson Bay 
Company say to it?) What would the world say? 
They would say that the United States Govern- 
meut told us that they were going to Oregon to set+ 
tle the south side of the Columbia, but they settled 
the north side; they said they would carry the 
axe, but they carried the ritle too. Would this 
be viewed as a peace measure? It was not peace 
atal]. Ail the world would say that it was an art- 
ful scheme to get possession of Or gon. 

Suppose (said Mr. D.) the British statesmen 
were assembled in solemn council on this subject, 
and it should be made known to them what our 
olicy was; would it not be said to them: do not 
ve lulled to sleep—look out—the Americans have 
gone to Oregon with axes, but with rifles too—it is 
but a semblance of peace that they offer you? 
What would be their decision? Would they not 
say, we thought the Americans a proud people— 
we thought that they would give notice when they 
wanted this territory? What would be the next 
thing?) She cross of St. George would be floating 
on one side, and the stars and stripes on the other. 
British soldiers would be arrayed on one side with 
their bayonets, and American settlers on the other, 
with their axes and rifles. Bickerings and jealous- 
ies would ensue, and then collisions; at length, 
the noise of the skirmishes would come across the 
mountains and inflame the western people; and, at 
the same time, it would cross the Atlantic and pro- 
duce the same irritation there. The circle of com- 
motion would increase, until it had spread far 
enough to include both countries in open, flagrant, 
general war. 

Had it not been shown that this was not a treaty 
of joint occupation, but of trade, commerce, navi- 
gation, and settlement? ‘Then the proposition of 
the exclusive advocates of peace was not conform- 
able with the treaty. We could not undertake to 
colonize the country, if the treaty did not allow of 
joint oceupation. We might have it for the pur- 
poses of trade, but not for the purpose of taking it 
away from Great Britain through the medium of 
an armed occupation. The project was, therefore, 
a violation of the spirit of the treaty. Were we 
to steal into the territory, or seize it ike men? ‘To 
send over men to take it under pretences of peace 
was unbecoming a people of proud and determined 
spirit. The eloquent gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Bepincer,] who had last spoken, had both 
pleased and pained him with his remarks. He had 
listened to him with deep interest. The gentleman 
had wished that time should settle the question. 
John Bull was growing old, and his hair was be- 
coming gray. He would soon be in such a situa- 
tion that he could be easily overcome. Would 
any one, in private life, ever resort to such an argu- 


ment? Would any one wait till an enemy had be- 


| our rights? 


come superannuated before he demanded redress 
from him? Would it be the course of honor to 
wait till the adversary was in his dotage, and then 
take the old man and gouge him? That was not 
the case in the revolutionary conflict. When Great 
sritain Was oppressing us, was it prepen by 
Washington and Hamilton to wait till the oppres- 
sor had become old and decrepid before we asserted 
When they felt that their rights were 


| violaied, they ee their cause to the test of 


war—holding to t 
not.”’ 


Suppose it had been said on the occurrence of 


e injunction, ‘Be just and fear 











; 
: 
‘ 
4 
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the late war, let us wait till Great Britain falls into 
a state of decrepitude: then would we have lost 
all the glories and advantages of the contest that 
ensued. It was a policy that would subject us to 
the contempt of the world and to self-degradation. 
Peace had charms, and war, horrors. He delighted 
to contemplate the blessings of peace. But if the 
country belonged to us, did not the spirit of our 
fathers call upon us to Maintain our rights to it? 
Gentlemen argue that we must walt, or we must 
have war. Letustry negotiation again, they said; 
but negotiation has been tried 1n vain, and the only 
course Was, to give the notice > Ww hich would compel 
(yreat Brita In to make more arrangements ior the 
adjustment of the question. 

tiad not this necotiation baffled all the skill of our 
tesmen?’ FHiad it not been tried by Mr. 





Mr. Calhoun, and more recently by the 
pre sent ve ry able Secretary of State? Had not all 
; When Lord Ash- 
b irton Came here, tie que sion, it Was said, was to 


attempts at negotiation failed? 


be settled. Ibut he was content with the fame and 
the laurels which he won in the Northeast, and he 
jeftit to others to win fame and laurels in the North- 
west. li was then Sal a do not give the notice; be 
Mr. Paken- 
ham came to setile the difficulty, and then, again, 


it was said, do not move in the 


silent till negotiation has been tried. 


itter, be silent, 
hut nothing had 
resulted from the negotiation. I believe (said Mr. 


n 
for the nezotustion is pending j 
1.) that justice, good policy, and even public 
faith, demand that we should vive this notice. He 
believed that it would promote peace; for, if we 
gave WU, the sense of the whole world would de- 
mand that Great Britain should concede to us our 
justrigiats. The partly that cried out so vehem<¢ ntly 
for peace, propose d more uncompromising me ns 
than we did. ‘They (said Wir. D.) propose to take 
Oregon by peaceable means, up to 549 40’. Did 
that look like peace? Was it not telling Great 
Gritain that we were determined to have the whole 
of Oregon or none? 

It was said that we were not prepared for war. 
Does a republic ever prepare for war? It was con- 
trary to the genius of our institutions to maintain 


standing armies and large fleets for purposes of 
| 


war. But our fortifications were found in the free- 
man’s breast. All we had to do was to let the peo- 
ple know their rights, and they would maintain 
them. Hor all the reasons which he had civen, he 
was induced to vote for the notice. Jf war come, 
we cannot help it. We should be subjected, in 
that event, to some hardships and distresses, but 
they would not last long. As in the late war, so 
in this—a host of able and victorious commanders 
would rise up, like Jackson, Brown, and Scott, on 
the land, and Perry, Hull, and Decatur, on the 
sea. Has our spirit become so weak and sub- 
dued, and our blood so pale, thet we cannot defend 
ourselves, as in the days of our predecessors? Our 
success In the conflict, he believed, would be inev- 
itable. Lxpressing his regret to diifer from gentle- 
men from tie South for whom he entertained the 
highest respect, he again urged that we should give 
the notice; and he would close his remarks by say- 
ing to every member of this body, ne 
“Be just, and fear not; 

Let all the ends thou aim’st at be thy country’s, 

Thy God's, and truth’s. Then, if thou fall’st, 

Thou fall’st a blessed martyr.*? 

When Mr. Dosain yielded the floor, it was ob- 
tained by Mr. Rockwe.t, of Connecticut; on 
whose motion the committee rose. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. 

Mr. THURMAN, on leave given, introduced 
the following resolution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby requested to inform this House, at the ear- 
liest practicable moment, the aggregate compensa- 
tion (salaries, fees, and allowances, of all kinds, 
included) received by each district attorney of the 
United States during the last year, of which re- 
turns have been made to the Treasury Department. 

And then the House adjourned, 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following Petitions and Memorials were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

By Mr. LUMPKIN; The memorial of Lowry Williams, 
of Cass county, Georgia, who seeks to be indemnified for 


damages sustained by him in being deprived of his improve- 
ments, coutrary te the provisions of the treaty concluded 
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with the Cherokee Indians in 1835; referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. GILES: The petition of James H. Causten, ad- 
ministrator of Jared Gossage, praying for back pension due 
deceased : referred to the Cominittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HENLEY: The petition of Daniel Spencer, ac- 
companied by additional evidence: referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition and accompanying docu- 
ments of James H. Brigham, praying for the confirmation 
of a tract of land: referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

By Mr. HOUGIL: The petition and other papers of Jacob 
Patook, of Sullivan, Madison county, New York, a revolu- 
tionary soldier, for a pension: relerred to the Committee on 
Revolitionary Pensior 

By Mr. RUSSELL: The petition of C. Halsey and 63 oth- 
ers, of the town of Plattsburg, Clinton county, New York, 
praying for an increase of duty on soda ash, barilla, and sal- 
: referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr TILDEN: ‘The petition of Join H. Horner and 
Others, citizens of Gustavus, Trambull county, Ohio, pray 
ing the establishment of a mail route from Kinsman to War- 


ren. Also, the petition of Heman Oavictt and others, citi- 
zens of Summit county, Ohio, praying an appropriation for 
tie improvement of the Maumee river. Also, the remon- 
strance of Asahel Wilcox and others, citizens of Wayne 
county, Ohio, against the annexation of Texas, and also pray- 
ing the abolition of the internal slavetrade. Also, the re 

moustrance of E. B. Chamberlain and others, citizens of 





mst the annexation of Texas. 


Prumbull county, Ohio i 
Hazlip and others, on the same 


\lso, the petition of George 
sub 


By Mr. R. M.'T. HUNTER: The petition of William M. 





Blackford, for a quarter’s saiary due to him for services as 
charge d’afiaires of the United States at New Grenada: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 





By Mr. HERRICK: The petition of the Troy and Green- 
bush Railrond Association, asking to be refunded the amount 





of duties paid use of said road: referred 
to the Comsnttee on Co Also the petition ef the 
heirs of Lott Hall, deceased, for remuneration for revolu- 
tionary services, and prize money: referred to the Commit 
tee on Revolutionary Clauns. 

By Mr. GRIDER: The petition of the heirs of James 
Williams for a pension: re d to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions. Mr. G. asked leave to withdraw from 


the files of the @onse the petition of James Couway, and 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of citizegs of Jef- 

on county, New York, who are vessel owners, masters, 
ind forwarders, on Lake Ontario, for the improvement of 
the harbor of }S-mile creek, in Niagara county, New York: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. FORSTER: The petition of the heirs of General 
Arthur St. Clair, for the payment of moneys advanced by 

: ‘ ronment in the revolutionary war. 

Also the petition of Matthew Thompson for a pension: re 

invalid Pensions. Also the 

tt Wilkinson for a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. MORSE. The petition and accompanying docu- 
ments of Andrew O. Armstrong, prayiug a readjustment of 
his accounts as navy agent, &c.: referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. NORRIS: The petition of Moses Davis for a pen- 
sion for injuries received in the service of the United States 
during the late war with Great Britain. 

Ay Mr. HENLEY: The inemorial of John Taylor, asking 

a pension for services as a soldier in the Indian wars of 
17-3: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 
By Mr. SAWYER: The petition from 57 citizens of Pauld- 
ing county, Ohio, praying a reduction in the price of the 
public lands: referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
The petition of citizens of Ohio, for naval depots at Toledo, 
Ohio, and at Chicago, Mlinois: referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. The petition from citizens of Ohio for the 
improvement of the Maumee bay, on Lake Erie: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. JAMES H. JOHNSON: The petition of Beriah 
Wright, a soldier of the late war with Great Britain, pray- 
ing that a pension be granted him, for disabilities incurred 
in the same. 

By Mr. J. G. CHAPMAN: The petition and documents of 
the heirs of Reynal Hilliary, for remuneration in lieu of 
bounty land, of which they allege they were defrauded. 

By Mr. MORRIS: The memorial of a pumber of citizens 
of Belmont county, in the State of Ohio, praying for a grant 
of lands for the construction of a railroad to the Territory 
of Oreeon: referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. HENLEY: The petition of Polly Mahl, of Vin- 
. *nsion 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of several hun- 

dred seamen of Chicago,ia favor of a marine hospital at that 
place: referred to the Committee of Commerce. 
y Mr. PERRY: The petition of Elizabeth McClain, pray- 
ing a pension on account of the services of her husband, a 
revolutionary soldier: referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. CATHCART: The petition of Wilson Blain and 
other citizens of Indiana, asking a donation of land to con- 
struct a certain road, and thereby to facilitate the sale of the 
now refused public lands: referred to the Committee on 
Publie Lands. 

Ry Mr. LEAKE: A petition of citizens of Amherst coun- 
ty, Virginia, praying for a mail-route from Pedlar Mills, in 
said county, to the Valley of Virginia: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. The memorial 
of Susannah Powell, praying for arrearages of pensions: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. CUMMINS: The petition of James R. Moss and 
103 other citizens of Guernsey county, Ohio, praying for the 
establishment ofa daily line of four-horse post coaches from 
Steubenville, in Jefferson county, Ohio, by way of Cadiz, 
Moorfield, Smyrna,Cambridge, and other intermediate points, 
to Evansville, Ohio. Also, the petition of Francis Calvert 
and 80 other citizens of the same county, and for the same 


purpose. 
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By Mr. HOUGH : The petition of the citizens of the c 
ties of Oswego and Jefferson, New York, and masters ani 
owners of vessels on Lake Ontario, for ay enere * os and 
the continuation of the public works at the palette an 
mon river, in the county of Oswego : referred to the (, u 
inittee on Commerce. The petition of millers, masse I — 
owners of vessels, and citizens of Oswe £0, New Yo _ id 
an appropriation for the improvement of the harbor ony . 
mouth of Eighteen Mile creck, on Lake Ontario- per. 
to the same committee. ‘The petition of citizens of the eo 
ties of Oswego and Jefferson, New York, aud mast po 
owners of vessels on Lake Ontario, for an appropri sie, = 
the completion of the public works and harbor ot fons "ag 
tario: referred to the same committee of the Whole oe 
to which was referred the appropriation bill for the iy); 
ment of harbors and rivers. 

By Mr. RELFE: The petition of Joseph Thomur 
Missouri, legal representative of Nicholas Jan 
the confirmation of a tract of land granted to said Janis ) 
Don Henry Peyroux, civil and military commandant of the 
port of St. Genevieve on the 9th April, 1800. sal 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of Thomas Y. How. ir 
asking for remuneration for losses for the withholding « b:, 
tent for lands purchased by him in Mlinois: " 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GARVIN: The remonstrance of John Pray and79 
other citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, ay inst : a 
admission of ‘Texas with a constitution permitting slayer, 
of James Sheriff and 82 others, of the like import; o 
Harrah and 21 others of like import; of Hiram Wh is 
39 others, of like import; of James Couse and 32 or) 
like import; of James Condit and 29 others, of like import 
all of which were laid upon the table. The petition of citi. 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying for the construction of a 
Macadamized road from the town of Erie, Pennsylvania. to 
intersect the national road at or near Brownsville: referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals, The petition of 
citizens of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
establishment of a post road between Meadville, Pennsylya- 
nia, and Cooperstown, Venango county, Pennsylvania: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
The petition and papers of John Rudolph, a sub contractor 
during the late war, praying for relief: reterred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

By Mr. McCLELLAND: The petition of the adminis- 
trators of Col. John Anderson, for compensation for pro 
perty destroyed by the British and Indians during the last 
war. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 16, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing Executive communications : 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, 
in obedience to the resolutions of the &th instant, a 
report of the number of leases now on the mineral 
lands of the United States, the quantity of land in 
each lease, with the date and duration of each; also 
the amount of money Government has exp nded 
on, as well as the income or profits received by the 
Government from, said leases, together with the 
character of said minerals in each lease; which let- 
ter and report were laid upon the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting a report of the names of persons who have 
applied for relief under the navy pension laws, and 
whose claims have been rejected, with the reasons 
for their rejection; which letter and report were 
laid upon the table. 

A letter from the Postmaster General, transmit- 
ting an answer to the resolution of the House of 
the 13th instant, relating to the arrival and assort- 
ment of the northern and western mails, and the 
delivery of the mail for the Capitol, &c.; which let- 
ter was referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the provisions of an act 
of 8d March, 1809, an abstract of expenditures 
under the head of contingent expenses of that de- 
partment; which letter and abstract were laid upon 
the table 

CONTESTED ELECTION FROM FLORIDA. 


Mr. HAMLIN, chairman of the Committee on 
Elections, rose and said, it would be recollected 
that he had, some days since, given notice 0! - 
intention to call up the case of the contested elec- 
tion from Florida to-day. He had now risen for 
the purpose of saying, that he did not propose to 
call up that case to-day. And he would take this 
occasion to say, that when he had given this no- 
tice the other os he did not know, nor did he be- 
lieve any individual on the committee (with one ex- 
ception) knew, that the sitting member was absent. 
He (Mr. H.) had not learned this fact until a 
evening. He understood, however, that the a 
tleman proposed to return this evening. The - 
ter had now been delayed a number of days. | ; 

| should propose to take it up at the earliest nae 
‘| after the gentleman’s return. If he returned 
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night, he should call it up to-morrow. If the gen- 
tleman did not return in all this week, the commit- 
tee had come to the conclusion that no additional 
delay should take place beyond that time, whether 
the gentleman returned or not. And, in either 
event, he (Mr. H.) should call up the report on 
Monday next. 

The SPEAKER was about to proceed to call 
the committees for reports, when 

Mr. McDOWELL moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

A strong desire was manifested in all parts of 
the House that the committees should be called. 

And the question being taken on the motion of 
Mr. McDowEL Lt, it was rejected. 

Whereupon, the SPEAKER proceeded to call 
the committees in their order. 


THE MILITARY ACADEMY. 


Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the support of the Military Academy for the 
year ending on the 30th June, 1847; which bill 
was read twice, and committed. 


PRIVATE. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of Mary 
Bower; which report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. DARGAN, from the same committee, made 
a report upon the petition of Alborne Allen, ac- 
companied by a bill fer his relief; which bill was 
read, and committed. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, made an ad- 
verse report upon the petition of William D. Aus- 
ment; which report was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be discharged from the consideration of the 
memorial from citizens of New York, in favor of 
making the public lands free to actual settlers, and 
that it be committed to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. A. D. SIMS, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, made a report upon the case 
of J. W. Nye, assignee of Peter Bargy, jr., ac- 
companied by a bill for his relief; which bill was 
read, and committed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to settle the title to the 
Pea Patch island, in the river Delaware, accompa- 
nied by a report in writing; which bill was read 
twice, and (after an ineffectual effort by Mr. J. R. 
INGERSOLL to have it put on its third reading) 
was committed. 

DISTRICT OF ALABAMA. 


Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill to recu- 
late writs of error, and appeals from the district 
court of the United States for the middle district of 
Alabama, reported the same without amendment, 
accompanied by a report in writing. 

Ordered, ‘That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read a third time to-day. 

The said bill, being engrossed, was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. : 


Mr. THURMAN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill author- 
zing the payment to the judges of district courts 
for the eastern and western districts of Pennsyl- 
Vania, and the district of New Jersey, the salar 
which has accrued to the circuit judge of the Uni- 
ted States for the district of Weeasvicenis and 
New Jersey, since the death of said judge, report- 
ed the same without amendment, accompanied b 


a report in writing, with a recommendation that it 
do not pass. 


Ordered, That the said bill be laid upon the table. | 


Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill from | 


the Senate entitled ‘An act to provide for raising a 
regiment of mounted riflemen, and for establishing 
military stations on the route to Oregon,” reported 
the same without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed to the 


Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
shion. 


: Foreign Affairs, reported a bill to regulate the 
Owance for extra services rendered by secretaries 


of legations and : i ss 
mony and consuls; which was read, and com 


THE CONGRE 


Mr. C. J, INGERSOLL, from the Committee 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the same com- 
mitttee, reported a bill to repeal that part of the act 
of 30th August, 1842, which imposes a duty of 20 
per cent ad valorem on Java cofiee, and to refund 
the discriminating tonnage duties levied on Spanish 
vessels (except those from Cuba and Porto Rico) 
by the act of the 13th July, 1832; which bill was 
read, and committed. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill directing the mode of settle- 
mentof the accounts of Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, 
accompanied by a report; which bill was read, and 
committed. 
ai. 


On motion of Mr. SAMUEL D. HUBBARD, 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Militia be 
discharged from the consideration of the petition of 
John R. Pollard, and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, made a report upon the 
petition of Samuel Jordan, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which bill wads read, and committed. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the same committee, 
made a report upon the petition of Judith Keith, 
accompanied by the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be @ 
rected to transmit to the Secretary of War the pe- 
tition of Judith Keith, with the proofs accom- 
panying it. 

Mr. SEAMAN, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the petition of Catharine 
Kellar; which was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. GORDON, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Claims be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
Captain Ira Baldwin, and that it be-referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. DARRAGH, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which petitions upon the subject were 
referred, reported a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of the Navy to take preliminary measures for the 

- i © » ° 
construction of a dry-dock at Philadelphia; which 
bill was read. 

Mr.SCHENCE, from the same committee, made 
a report upon the petition of Philip P. Holmes and 
William Pedrick, accompanied by a bill for their 
relief; which bill was read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. T. B. KING, submitted on 
leave, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post-route from Haw- 
kinsville to Troupville, in the State of Georgia. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, on leave given, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, reported bills of 
the following titles, viz: 

A bill to abolish the use of certain oaths at the 
custom-houses of the United States, and for other 
purposes; 

A bill to abolish executions in capital cases; 
which bills were severally read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

The committees having been called through, 

The SPEAKER announced that the next busi- 


' ness in order would be the consideration of resolu- 


tions which had been laid over for debate. 

But (a motion to that effect having been again 
made and agreed to) the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. Tissatts, of Kentucky, in the chair. 


CONVENTION WITH PERU. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose and said, that, as 


' the gentleman who was entitled to the floor [Mr. 


RockweE 1] had consented to yield it for the pur- 
pose, he (Mr. I.) would ask the committee to take 
up the bill which he had yesterday reported from 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to carry into 
effect the convention between the United States 
and the Republic of Peru. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the bill could only 


_be taken up by unanimous consent, or by a post- 
| ponement of the subject last under considera- 


tion. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said, he supposed that 
no objection would be made. A large sum of 


| money was payable to the merchants of the North 


under this convention, and the bill merely provided 
that the moneys paid into the treasury by the Re- 
public of Peru should be drawn out and paid over 
to those to whom it was due. 


The bill not being at the moment at hand, the | 


motion of Mr. Incersouu was not pressed. 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 


OREGON. 

So the committee resumed the consideration of 
the joint resolution of notice, and of the amend- 
ments thereto pending. 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL wasentitled to the 
floor, and addressed the committee during the hour, 
in a speech which is in the course of preparation. 
After alluding to the importance of the question, 
he directed his attention to the following points: 
to the interest which his constituents had in its 


result; to the number of ships sent out to the Pa- 


cific ocean from the district he represented ; to the 
vast amount of capital invested in shipping at the 
ports of New London and Stonington, all of which 
was, in case of war, to be exposed to entire de- 
struction. 

Mr. R. proceeded to refer to a petition which 
had been sent to hira from New London, signed 
by men of all parties, asking Congress to adopt 
peaceable measures for the setdement of diffieul- 
es, existing or apprehended, between the United 
States and Great Britain. And he read an extract 
from a letter from another port, showing the de- 
structive eflects upon that section of country ota 
hostile collision; but declaring that if war must 
come, the people there would be found as ready to 
defend the country as other citizens in Congress, 
who boasted so loudly about shedding the last drop 
of their blood. 

[Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON and others ex- 
pressed the hope that the fact might prove to be 
so. | 

Nr. ROCKWELL said that the people of that 
section were not a timid people; and that he could 
refer to the history recently published by a dis- 
tinguished gentleman [Mr. Cuares J. INcersou] 
near him, to show what they had done in time of 
trial. 

All parties in this House (Mr. R. said) seemed 
to desire peace. ‘There was no diversity of opin- 
ion on that point. All gentlemen, or nearly all, 
agreed that the notice was desirable, in order that 
we might have peace; and those who opposed the 
notice did so, they said, that we might not have 
war. In addition to this, there had been a univer- 
sal declaration of patriotism on the part of gentle- 
men who had spoken. They all seemed to con- 
sider it necessary to declare how patriotic they 
were, and how ready, if war should come, to shed 
their last drop of blood in the cause. These were 
very harmless declarations, since the probability 
was, that whatever blood was to be shed, would 
come from the veins of others, notof them. ‘They 
might do the talking, others would do the fight- 


ing. 

As to the claim of the United States to this ter- 
ritory, he did not think it was either necessary or 
desirable for him to go into its discussion. His 
own idea was, that our claim was the best. None 
of us were disposed, however, to make a claim 
against our own country, where another country 
was concerned. On the contrary, it was natural 
that we should be disposed to make the best of our 
own. He accorded the praise that was claimed 
for the Secretary of State in his exposition of the 
justice of our claim, and expressed his own strong 
confidence in the character of that claim. 

He rejoiced to find that this was not made a 
party question. He would deeply regret to see a 
question affecting so deeply the interests of this 
nation, not only for the present, but for all future 


| time, decided on party considerations. 


It had been said, in the course of a former dis- 


cussion, that our true policy was ‘“‘a wise and 


masterly inactivity.” It was a happy remark, 
made, he believed, at an earlier per’ 4 by John 
Randolph, and before him, he believe’ by Burke. 


| For his (Mr. R.’s) part, he not only thought the 
'remark a happy one, but he believed that at the 


time it was made it was the true policy of our 
country. He did not believe, however, that it was 


| any longer so, and he could not but think that the 


chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
was rather inconsistent when, in the same breath 
in which he advocated the policy of sending our 


| people there that they might increase and multi- 


ply as fast as possible, he declared himself in fa- 
vor of a course of proceeding which could not fail 
to put a stop to that state of things. Mr. R. 
thought that the time for that “‘ wise and masterly 
inactivity” had passed. He thought it apparent 
that we could no longer pursue that course ; that 
we could not now leave the question where it stood, 
or postpone its decision indefinitely, that our peo- 
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ple might go to that territory, and settle in the 
way that had been suggested. In the present ex- 
cited state of the public mind, there was danger 
that the question, if left open, would lead to a col- 
lision between the two Governments—that it would 
Jead to a collision in Oregon; and we all knew 
that the death of the first individual who might be 
killed there would surely bring about a collision 
between the two countries. 

Another question had oceurred to his mind in 
relation to the existing British laws in relation to 
this territory; and also as to those proposed by 
our own Government. On this point, he thought 
there had been decided misapprehension. ‘The 
impression had been universal that the law of 
Great Britain referred to by the President—the act 
of 1821—applied only to British subjects in Ore- 
gon. Such was not the fact. The law of 1821, 
so far as all contracts and all civil mjuries, and, 
for aught he knew, all causes, were concerned, ap- 
plied to the whole population of the country— 
American and British. So far as these subjects 
were concerned, its operation was as general as 
in Canada; and for twenty-four years Great Brit- 
ain had exercised a direct sovereignty over the ter- 
ritory-—for there was no higher exercise of sover- 
eignty than the law-making power; it included all 
others; and, according to the very definition of the 
term, was a rule of acuon prescribed by the su- 
preme law of the state. 

Mr. R. here quoted from the President’s Mes- 
sage, and from the British acts of Ist and 2d of 
George lil, and 43 of George II, to sustain his 
views, and referred to the act reported from the 
Committee on the Territories, to show that as to 
civil offences the same provisions existed, 

Here, then, (Mr. R. said.) there were to be two 
systems of law extended over the same territory 
and people, and coming directly in conflict with 
each other. ‘This idea of a joint sovereignty was 
perfectly impracticable. ‘There might bea JOINT pos- 
SCSSion, Or a joint occupation; but certainly there 
could not be a joint sovereignty. Hitherto, indeed, 
no difficulty had arisen, because there had been a 
disposition on either side that there should be 
none, But it was manifest that, looking to the 
excitement that prevailed on this subject, and after 
we should have sent out large numbers of our peo- 
ple, and they themselves should have increased in 
number, such cases would arise: and the first that 
happened would produce collision. Thus it ap- 
veared that Great Britain sub silentio, without chal- 
State or inquiry, exercised exclusive jurisdiction 
and sovereiguty over the whole of Oregon, in vio- 
lation of the spirit of the convention of ISIS, and 
in express violation of their own agreement of 
1826; and that all American citizens there were 
subject to be tried by British courts. In proof of 
this, Mr. R. referred to the diplomatic papers of 
that date. 

He then proceeded to touch on the origin and 
history of the Hudson Bay Company, and of the 
powers which it exercised, and to show that there 
were several provisions of Mr. Dovexass’s bill, 
besides that relating to civil injuries, which would 
have a tendeney to produce collision. 

What, then, (Mr. R. inquired,) was to be done? 
Peace was desired by all. How was it to be ob- 
tamed? Not by declamation, on the part of this 
House, about driving the British from the conti- 
nent, and sweeping British vessels entirely from 
the sea in a few days, as he believed some very 
valiant gentlemen proposed; net by bidding de- 
fiance to the whole world, nor by undertaking, by 
one violent stroke, to extend our territory and our 
laws over the whole continent. Some gentlemen, 
indeed, talked about our manifest destiny being to 
extend our limits until we were ocean-bound, but 
by what right or patent, whether received from 
the Almighty or any other source, he had not yet 
found out. Not by means such as these could 
“aga be preserved. And in this connexion, Mr. 
t. took occasion to descant freely and jocosely on 
the part which some of the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the air had been made to play in this 
debaie—especially the eagle and the lion; and he 
reminded gentlemen, as to the former, that there 


were two other. instances, one in ancient and the | 


other in modern history—Rome and France— 
where the eagle had been the emblem of empires— 
the one falling to pieces by its own weight, and 
the other grasping every inch of territory, until 
it had come to be regarded as hostis h umani generis, 
and had wrayed the world against it. a 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


As to the notice, aside from the acts of our Gov- 
ernment, the notice itself was no war measure. 
It was provided for in the convention. But, con- 
nected as it was with what the President had said, 
and with the running commentary which had been 
made on it here by those holding high stations— 
such as the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Aftfairs—and from other sources, it was a war 
measure, or most probably so. It was not a de- 
claration of war, but it presented a certain impedi- 
ment to negotiation. And what did the President 
himself say on this subject? 

‘*’The extraordinary and wholly imadmissible 
‘demands of the British Government, and the re- 
‘ jection of the proposition made in deference alone 
to what had been done by my predecessors, and 
the implied obligation which their acts seem to 
impose, afford satisfactory evidence that no com- 
promise which the United States ought to accept 
can be effected. With this conviction, the pro- 
position of compromise which had been made 
and rejected, was, by my direction, subsequently 
withdrawn, and our title to the whole Oregon 
territory asserted, and, as is believed, maintain- 
ed by irrefragable facts and arguments.” 


- 


- 


- 


. 


- 


7 


- 
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And again : 

** At the end of the year’s notice, should Con- 
gress think proper to make provision for giving 
that notice, we shall have reached a period when 
the national rights in Oregon must either be aban- 
doned or firmly maintained. ‘That they cannot 
‘be abandoned without a sacrifice of both national 
‘ honor and interest, is too clear to admit of doubt.” 


. 


- 


- 


- 


What nation (Mr. R. asked) was it supposed 
that we were dealing with, when this language 
was used? If we took possession of the whole 
country, (and ** the whole or none”? was now the 
watch-word,) was Great Britain going to stand 
quietly by and see us do it? Gentlemen might 
depend upon it that those whom we should have 
to turn out would be apt to give us some trouble. 
The idea of Great Britain allowing her citizens to 
be thus turned out of the territory she claimed, 
Without a struggle, was perfectly idle. What na- 
tion on the face of the globe vave to her citizens a 
protection so perfect and efficient as England gave? 
And yet gentlemen supposed that there was to be 
no war growing out of these hostile acts. 

Allusions had been made in the course of the 
debate to the large army that the British had in 
Oregon. He was informed that there was not a 
British soldier in the whole territory. There were 
persons connected with the Government in the 
forts and stockades, but not a single soldier. 
Gentlemen labored under a great misapprehension 
on this point. ‘The course of Great Britain in that 
territory had been of the most pacific character. 
No violence of any kind had ever been committed 
by those connected with the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany. On the contrary, it was said by that his- 
torian who had given the best account of the state 
of things in Oregon, that those who arrived there 
met with the kindest and most cordial reception. 

It certainly seemed to him that there had been 
something wrong, or deficient at least, in the course 
of the Administration, or its leading supporters, on 
this question. The ery on their part, or on the 
part of many of them, had been all peace. Yet the 
measures brought forward here did not wear the 
aspect of peace. If there was to be peace, and if 
it was intended to adopt only such measures as 
would tend to its preservation, why were we to 
have these false alarms? If there was danger of 
war—imminent danger—(and such he believed 
there would be, if the measures introduced kere 
were to be carried out)—he wondered why it was 
that some provision had not been reported for arm- 
ing our fortifications, and for increasing our army, 
as there had been for an increase of our navy. For 
his own part, he would oppose no appropriations 
that might be required with a view to place the 
country ina state of defence. Prudence required 
that much at our hands. If, as appeared to ~ the 
case, the whole negotiation was at an end, it seemed 
to him that measures ought to be taken to put the 
country in a proper state of defence. 

Mr. R. concluded his remarks by a eulogy on the 
patriotism and fidelity of his constituents, who, (he 
said,) thouch they were opposed to war, and be- 
lheved it finnecessary, and would hold to strict re- 
sponsibility those who might unnecessarily bring 
that scourge upon us, would be found faithful 
when the struggle came. 





Before taking his seat, Mr. R. indicated an 
amendment which he proposed, when in ord: r, to 
offer, and which was read for information. Ts te 
the proposition introduced by Mr. Crirtexpey 
into the Senate, proposing, after setting forth oy 
the face of the joint resolution the amicable ¢ sion 
of the notice on the part of this Government, to 
confer upon the President discretionary power to 
give it, under the reservation, as to time, that it 
should not be given until after the close of ; 
present session of Congress. ] 

Mr. POLLOCK desired to discuss very briefly 
the subject under consideration; and althous) he 
believed he had a ** clear and unquestionable”? {j;\. 
to the whole hour, he might * compromise”? with) 
the House, and perhaps not go * beyond 49” yin. 
utes, or at farthest, upon the principle of progres. 
sion and expansion, he might be inclined to occupy 
“654 40.” " 

In common with many gentlemen who had pre- 
ceded him, he congratulated the House and t)y 
country that this question had now risen aboye 
party considerations. Parties, he acknowledved. 
were not without their uses in republican Goyer). 
ments; they were as necessary for the preservation 
and purity of republican institutions as the storms 
that agitate old ocean are for the purification of jts 
mighty mass of waters. 
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But this question was an 
American question; a question of American sove- 
reignty; a question of American rights of soil; and 
he for one would protest against its being degraded 
toa mere party question. We have rights in Ore- 
gon; we have rights to Oregon; this will be admit- 
ted by all, although gentlemen may honestly diifer 
as to the extent of those rights. Our rights, then, 
whatever they are, to Oregon, must be maintained; 
they can never be abandoned. 

Mr. P. proceeded very briefly to refer to th. 
question of title. In his humble opinion, we had 
a title to the whole of Oregon, superior to that of 
any other nation on the face of the globe. Our title 
to 49° was clear, and ought to be unquestionable. 
Between 49° and 54° 40’ there was, he admitted, 
some room for eavil. No gentleman in this House 
pretended to deny that Great Britain had elaims to 
the country north of 49°. Whether these claims 
amounted to rights—rights to be regarded by 1) 
United States, and to be enforced by Great Bri 
tain—was another question. And that these claims 
had been, to some considerable extent, recognised 
by the Government of the United States, must also 
be admitted with equal unanimity. Our title to Ore- 
gon had been set forth and maintained by honor- 
able and most talented men, from the vencral)] 
Gallatin down to the present Secretary of Stat 
and that, with as much talent, skill, and profou id 
knowledge of the subject, as had characterized th: 
discussion of any other question between our Gov: 
ernment and other nations. The question of ttle, 
thus determined, thus spread out upon the record, 
has been submitted to the country. The argu nt 
of the Secretary of State was conclusive, so far as 
regards the claim of Great Britain; and the only 
right she had to claim anything from the United 
States rests exclusively on the fact, that we have 
recognised that claim in our negotiations with her 
in 1818, 1824, 1826, 1827, and 1845, in various 
ways. Setting aside our claim growing out of the 
Spanish title, Mr. P. considered that our right, by 
the discovery of Captain Gray of the mouth of the 
Columbia, followed by our subsequent settleme! t 
at Astoria and elsewhere, taken together with Uv 
exploration of Lewis and Clarke, and with our 
contiguity of possession, was such a right, on tt . 
part of the United States, as would be good re 
the world. By the principle of national law, th ut 
the discovery of the mouth of a river, when his 
lowed by a settlement in a proper time, If was "'s 
opinion, that our discovery of the mouth = 
Columbia gives us a title to 53°—for geographies 
had established the fact that that river drains the 
country up to 53°—thus leaving but 1° pe oo 
puted territory. But, inv addition, the agp 
title acquired by the United States, which, = 
though it might have been considered antagonist! 
cal to ours, in our hands was united and nam 
with, and strengthened, if need be, our own a , 
rendered the American title certainly me or pee iy 
better than the British title. Mr. P. allu ed to : Y 
claim on the part of the British Government 7 - 
portion of the territory drained by Fraser's ri - 
from the British discovery of the mouth of that = 
er; and referring to the fact that that discovery aut 
made during the continuance of her Nootka Soun 
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convention with Spain, he argued that its bene- 
fits must have enured to Spain, and thence, by our 
purchase, to the United States, we thus becoming 
the owners of the title by the discovery on the part 
of Great Britain, in consequence ot purchasing 
from Spain. Independent of this, he noticed the 
argument, that whatever rights Great Britain may 
have acquired under that Nootka Sound conven- 
tion, upon which she based her claims, were de- 
acoyel and abrogated by the abrogation of that 
convention by the war of 1796. 

Such, then, being our title to Oregon, the very 
important question arose as to what is the best 
olicy to be pursued in relation to this controversy 
with Great Britain. A great deal had been said 
of this policy of ** masterly inactivity,’’ and he 
confessed that at one time he had been the firm 
uncompromising advocate of that policy. 
ferred to Various considerations; to the remoteness 
of the territory, being three thousand miles dis- 
tant; to its comparative worthlessness, except for 
traders and trappers; to the fact that, in pursuing 
this policy, the inevitable laws of population would 
soon secure it to us, and place it so firmly in our 
possession that no nation coygld take it from us; 
that the onward progress of our population (which 
jad increased, in less than half a century, from 
fve millions until we now numbered over twenty 
yullions) would soon roll its resistless tide over the 
Rocky mountains, and flood that territory, as it 
had already dotted it over with seven thousand of 
our citizens—all appealing with irresistible power 
in years past in favor of this system of * masterly 
inactivity.’? But circumstances had now changed. 
it was a wise policy; but now that wisdom had 
ceased to be wise. We were now compelled to 
action, from the existence of circumstances over 
which we had no control. Out of this question 
had been produced—as he must believe, by the 
vetion of the present dominant party—another ele- 
ment of excitement which was now agitating this 
entire country. Since the ill-starred connexion of 
ihe questions of Oregon and ‘Texas at the late 
Laltimore convention, a new element had been 
introduced into the political controversies of the 
United States. The idea of territorial aggrandize- 
ment had seemed to become popular; patriotic ap- 
peals were made to the people; and a change had 
taken place in the policy of the country—a change 
lat must be met by correspondent action, prompt, 
efficient, without delay. He was not an advocate 
for the extension of our territory, unless in a man- 


He re- | 


ner perfectly im accordance with the Constitution | 


of our country, perfectly in accordance with the 
spirit of our institutions. While he believed that 
republican principles must and will spread, yet he 
did not hold to the doctrine that we were bound 
to extend our country with them. Nothing can 
resist the spread of republican principles. You 
ight as well attempt to chain the lightning as to 
arrest the onward march of liberty. ‘The glorious 
principles of freedom will continue to spread, and 
the ume is not far distant when every part of the 
world will feel and will acknowledge their power. 
But he could not consent to join the ery that the 
whole continent must come into our confederacy ; 
that the United States must be extended from sea 
to sea—** from the rivers to the ends of the earth.”’ 
lt is impracticable ; it is dangerous to the integrity 
ofthe Union; and such an extension must burst 
thecords that bind us. Let our principles extend; 
give them ** the wings of the morning, let them fl 

to the uttermost parts of the sea;’’ but I eee 
gentlemen (said he) to stop in their career. The 
spirit of conquest is abroad over the land; it must 
be resisted, or it will forever ruin our country. 
We have territory enough—a territory the most 
maguificent the world ever saw. Why, then, seek, 


in this spirit of aggrandizement, to extend our ter- | 
ritorial limits? He was in favor of a proper degree | 


of national pride. It was essential to the preser- 
vation of national rights and national honor; but 
as with individuals, so with nations—there is a 
“pride which goeth before destruction, a haughty 


spirit which goeth before a fall.” If we have not | 


reached that eminence, he feared, at least, that we 
were approaching it very rapidly. In the natural 
‘story of man, we are told that when an individual 
is raised to a great elevation, there is an almost 


irresistible impulse to dash himself from the giddy | 


height into ruin. So with nations, as all history 
abundantly showed. 


In addition to the state of our country, Mr. P. | 


referred to the state of our foreign relations as ano- 


| great question. 
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| ther reason making it necessary to abandon this 


policy of * masterly inactiy a" and to adopt some 
other. We are iniormed by the President of the 
United States that negotiations are abandoned; that 
the English Government will make no proposition 
which we can accept; that our rights in Oregon 
must be abandoned or firmly maintained. Now, 
this being the fact, what is to Le done? Are we to 
fold our arms and permit England to remain in 
quiet possession of the whole of Oregon ? The pres- 
entis a crisis which demands prompt, united, ur- 
rent action. The President recommends that the 
notice be given. Now, although he happened to 
differ with the President in political opinions, yet, 
this being an American question, it became the duty 
of every American citizen to unite in giving him 
that prompt, efficient support in this measure that 
shall give him a power which will be felt from one 


end of this continent to the other not only, but from 


one end of the British dominions to the other. He 
did not wish, ona question like this, to see the 
American Congress standing in opposition to the 
American,President. He was in favor of the pro- 
position ofthe honorable gentleman trom Alabama, 
[Mr. Hi.iarp,] or that portion of the proposition 
of the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, (Mr. C. J. InGersoxy;] but he preferred the 
proposition of the gentleman from Alabama, refer- 
ring this notice to the President of the United States, 
with authority to give it, whenever in his jude- 
ment the interests of the country required it. It 
might be said that they were not sincere in the ad- 
vocacy of the notice, when the notice, as proposed 
by this amendment of the gentleman from Alaba- 
ma, devolved the responsibility on the President of 
the United States. But he contended it was but 
devolving upon him the exercise of his constitu- 
tional rights, and no greater responsibility than 
properly pertained to the high office which the peo- 
ple of this country had conterred upon him. ‘The 
President, aided by his Cabinet, he contended was 
the proper power to decide upon the propriety or 
impropriety of giving this notice, as they were ac- 
quainted with the whole course of our negotiations 
on this subject. 

Another reason why he was opposed to passing 
the resolution declaring absolutely that the notice 
should be given, was, that thereby the President 
would be deprived of the exercise of his discretion 
in case circumstances should hereafter be so chang- 
ed as to render it unadvisable to give it. But if the 
House should not concur in these views, he should 
go for the proposition of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs for the giving this notice without the inter- 
vention of the discretion of the President. 

Advancing now to the more direct arzeuments in 
favor of the notice, he vindicated it from the charge 
so often made, that it is a war measure. It was 
not a war measure, but simply the exercise of our 
rights; which exercise on the part of England, all 
would admit, would be no offence tous. What 
might be the result after the expiration of the 
year’s notice, was another question; and all the pre- 
dictions as to what would be its effect were mere 
speculations. No member of this House, no in- 
dividual of this nation, could pretend to pronounce 
the result of it. It did not follow as a matter of 
course that we were to take armed possession of 
Oregon: it did not follow that we were to attempt 
to drive out every English settler, or even that we 
were to take military possession up to 49 degrees, 
so as to give offence to England. But he was in 
favor of the notice as a measure of peace. He be- 
lieved conscientiously that it was a measure of 
peace, and not of war. A system of braggadocio 
and gasconading had been practised, not only in 
the United'States, but in England, in relation to this 
Both parties were engaged in it. 
We stood here this side of the water, and shook 
our fists to John Bull; and John Bull, in return, 
hurled back defiance upon us. This was the re- 
lation of the parties, both knowing and understand- 
ing well the trickery attempted to be played off 
upon each other. He was for the notice, because 
he wanted to prove to ourselves that we are in 
earnest ; that this system of bullying is at an end; 
that this question has assumed a magnitude which 
demands that our rights to Oregon shall be main- 
tained ; that the attempts to make it a party ques- 
tion may be defeated and abandoned, and it be 
placed before the country in its true, its national 
character. He was for the notice, to make Eng- 
land believe we were in earnest. She has never 
believed it—she never will believe it, until she re- 
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ceives notice from the President of the United 
States that we no longer desire to hold that terri- 
tory in the manner we now hold it. Let England 
be convinced we are in earnest; let our people be 
so convinced also; and his werd for it, negotia- 
tions, when reépened, would be conducted in a 
very different spirit from that which had heretofore 
characterized them. He weut for notice, also, to 
prove to the world that we are in earnest. The 
world is standing looking on with anxious expec- 
tation; for, if war should come between the two 
greatest nations of the globe—nations which are 
the bulwarks of Christianity, and of moral and re- 
liwious civilization—it will not be confined to the 
United States and Great Britain: it will be the 
maich to explode the mine which will convulse the 
world. Another reason: The whole country ts 
how agitated upon this absorbing subject; the 
business of the country is ina state of paralysis. 
This uncertainty, this quasi war, he wished to re- 
move. Give us peace—peace which we can de- 
pend upon. Let the country be satisfied whether 
there is to be a war; and if war must come, let it 
come now. I do not desire to delay it; I do not 
wish to re serve its horrors for my posterity, That 
would be cowardice. If it was to come, let it fall 
on our own heads—on the heads of those who had 
occasioned it. This cowardly shrinking from re- 
sponsibility is incompatible with the honor of the 
American character. But there will be no war. 
He wished to give the notice for the further rea- 
son that we might perfect our title to Oregon, which 
could not be done under the existing convention. 
‘Terminate this convention of joint occupancy, or 
whatever you may call it, and the American settler, 
as he wends his way to the Rocky mountains and 
takes up his abode in that far-off country, will find 
going with him the protection of American laws; 
the protection of American laws will be with him 
on his way to Oregon, in his slumbers in the dark 
defiles of the Rocky mountains; will be with and 
around him when in the valleys of Oregon he may 
pitch his tent, and build his cabin, to remain there 
an American citizen west of the Rocky mountains. 
But there would be no war. ‘The mutual inter- 
ests of both countries forbid it. Lngland, notwith- 
standing her extensive warlike preparations, would 
not enter into this contest: although England might 
be manning her fleets and floating on the ocean her 
steamers by hundreds, he did not believe that all 
this was intended for the American nation. An- 


| other question is soon to be solved in Europe; there 


is another struggle soon to come that will require 
all her force. He referred to the death of Louis 
Philippe of France. The moment he shall have 
passed from the earth—it is the opinion of all—will 
be the sienal for a great strugele throughout the 
whole of Europe. ‘That is the contingency which 
the Inglish dread more than they do the Oregon 
question; that is the reason for her immense pre- 
parations. But he argued that it would be the 
prudent course for us to arm also, to prepare to 
meet her, and defend ourselves from the first blow 
which it was Great Britain’s policy to strike vig- 
orously. 

Again: as a proof that there would be no war, 
he referred to the fact that although the Adminis- 
tration had told us that negotiations are ended, yet 

| no preparations were recommended or asked for 
the navy or for the army; that no step was taken 
to place the country in a state of defence; to the 
fact that the Secretary of the ‘Treasury sits down 
deliberately and computes that, after a certain num- 
ber of years, there will be a certain sum in the treas- 
ury—a fact inconsistent with the idea of war. 

The notice being given, the parties being ready, 
he believed negotiations would be gone into; and 
we should be bound by the honor of our nation, if 
an offer came from England, to accept any propo- 
sition which shall be as good as we ourselves have 
offered. He believed were this measure adopted, 
negotiations would be reépened, and some amica- 
ble mode of adjustment would be hit upon. It 
could not be that to countries elevated for civili- 
zation, distinguished for everything that adorns the 
national character, would rush blindly into war— 
which would be a war of horrors beyond all com- 
putation. He regretted to have heard gentlemen 
in the course of this discussion talk xo flippantly 
of war. Of its horrors he gave a glowing picture, 

' and he declared himself an advocate of the preser- 
| vation of our national honor and our national nghts 


\| at every cost and at every sacrifice; but war to be 


just must be necessary. We must, in accordance 
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with the strict principles of national honor, have 
exhausted every means in our power to bring about 
an amicable settlement of the controversy now 
waged, Without it, war cpuld never be justi- 
fied Lave all these means been resorted to? he 
asked. The question was still open; the honor of 
the country was not involved so as to prevent its 

Vhat was national honor? 
It was, to do to others as we would that others 


amicable adjustment. 
should do unto us. National honor must have its 
: ; : 
foundations de p on the ele rnal principles of truth 
and justice. 

7" 

here were 
judzment, wi 


other considerations which, to his 
re tisfactory to induce him to the 
course of p jiev he had indicated, but he forebore 


to detain the committee longer. Were there doubts 
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peace; but w e he thouent so, ne wa an advo- 


cate of preparation for every co itingency. Were 


we in that condition now? He d d not wish un- 
necessarily to disclose our want of preparation to 
the world. It was known however, to be Our ac- 
tual condition; and he \ ve ing, to-morrow, to 
vote appropriations for building forty iron steam- 


ers-of-war. 
[A voice: “Of P 
Yes: of Pennsylvania iron, 


thus affording incidental protection to Pennsylva- 


3 } ‘ a 5999 
msyivania ron: | 
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‘ ee > \ 
ontinued Mr. J °9 


nin. ‘To-morrow he was ready to vote appropria- 
t 


tions of fifty millions of dollars to place our coun- 


r 
i 


try In a state of readiness to meet every continven- 
cv, although direct taxation might be the result. 
He assured gentlemen of the readiness of the citi- 
we *"~p | lel} ) . } ! e 

Zens ot Pennsylvania, al noun now pressed aqaown 


witha burden of taxation, to meet t 


burden if it was neces 


s additional 
sary for the defence of the 
me. 


interests and the honor of the country. ‘Their pa- 


triotism and their valor needed 
In the day of trial they would be found atthe post 
of danger; in the field of battle they would be 
found ‘first in the fielht and last in the retreat.’’ 
Mr. P. havi 
Mr. GOODYEAR obtained the floor, and spoke 
at length in favor of the joint resolution. As this 
epeech, also, 1s in course of preparation, we lay 
over, by Mr. G.’ , any further notice of it. 
Mr. PENDLETON then obtained the floor; 
and yielded to a motion that the committee rise, 


no praise from him, 


st 
r conciudaed— 


s request 


which prevailing, the committee rose and reported. 
And then the House adjourned, 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following Petitions and Memorials were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 


By Mr. M. L. MARTIN: The petition of citizens of 
Dodge county, Wisconsin, praying an appropriation for a 
road from the seat of justice of said county to Milwaukie; 
the petition of citizens of Milwaukie, for the same object: 
both of which were referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. ‘he memorial of citizens of Maintowoe county, 
Wisconsin, for the improvement of Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers. 

Mr. RELFE withdrew from the files of the last Congress 
the petition and papers of Joshua Shaw, praying compensa- 
tion tor the use of the percussion-lock cap and primer in- 
vented by him, and used by the United States in violation of 
his letters patent. 

Ry Mr. MOULTON: The petition of Daniel B. Perkins, 
praying for an allowance in consideration of injuries re- 
ceived in preserving the property of the United States at 
the armory at Springfield, Massachusetts, from destruction 
by fire: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. J. BLACK: The petition and papers of John Kline, 
a soldier of the late war, asking relief: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BOYD: The papers of the heirs of John Vice, de- 
ceased, asking that the pension money due for the revolu- 
tionary services of their deceased@@ther be paid to them. 

By Mr. HENLEY: The application of the widow John- 
son, widow of Homer Johnson, late of Indiana, asking com- 
— for certain extra services rendered by her late 

vusband as superintendent on the Cumberland road, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SaTuRDAY, January 17, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read, 


i} 


amend it as to state the fact, that the two bills in- 
troduced by him were introduced on leave, in pur- 
suance of previous notice, and not, as stated from 
ihe Committee of Ways and Means. 

The Journal having been so amended, was ap- 
prove d. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
‘he SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 
communicauons, 

I. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in answer to the resolution of the House in rela- 
tion to the condition of the marine hospital at or 
near Ocracoke, in the State of North Carolina, 
provided to be erected by an act of August 29, 
1842; which letter was laid upon the table. 

[!. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 


ver to the resolution of the House of the 


13th inst., in relation to the commission of frauds 

1 the revenue by the importation of syrups, 
‘ inated and entered in our customs as molasses; 
\\ l ter W ud unc the table 


tion heretofore introduced by him, in relation to an 
‘ o the com toner to the Sandwich islands, 


and referred 1 >the Committee of W aysand Means, 


was taken from that committee and referred (as 
being a mor opriate disposition) to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
t for reports, but none were made 

On motion of Mr. DODGE, the House took up, 


sidered, and adopted, the following resolution, 


Resolved, 'Viat the Seeretary of the Treasury be 
requested to communicate to this House whatever 
nformation he may be in possession of, touching 
the manner and circumstances under which certain 
is of money were deposited with the late regis- 
‘the land office, Ross, (William,) at Fairfield, 

i, for the purchase of publie lands; and if he 
be not in possession of such information, that he 
direct the present register and receiver at Fairfield, 


to collect and trar 





mit the same, and also to report 
on the ease; and further, whether or not, in his 

pinion, the persons thus depositing their money 
have not an equitable claim on the United States to 
refund it, or allow them to enter a quantity of pub- 
lic land, at $1 25 per acre, equivalent thereto. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved that the House | 


resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with a view to take up the 
Peruvian bill, but waived the metion for a mo- 
iit 

Mr. CABELL, on leave, presented a memorial 
and resolutions of the State of Florida, relative to 
the appointment of a board of commissioners to 
ascertain losses sustained by citizens of Florida, in 
consequence of the destruction of their property 
during the Seminole war; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. CABELL also presented resolutions of the | 
Legislature of the State of Florida, relative to a | 


grant of lands for a seminary of learning; which 
resolutions were referred to the Committee on the 
Library. 


\“ Mr. CABELL also presented resolutions of the | 


Legislature of Florida, relative to the appointment 
| of engineers to examine and survey the everglades, 
with a view of draining them; which resolutions 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
On motion of Mr. CABELL, 
Resolved, That the letter from the late Secretary 
of the Navy, transmitting a report of officers and 
engineers, relative to the propriety and advantages 


| ofa dry-dock at Pensacola, &c., submitted to this | 
House on the 3d of March, 1845, be referred to | 


| the Committee on Commerce. 


ed: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to communicate to this House a copy of all the 
| documents and papers in his department, illustra- 


| tive of the daring acts and outrages which have | 


been lately commutted in the Cherokee nation by 

the advice or with the consent of the dominant 
party, resulting from the domestic strife and feuds 
which now exist among the Cherokees. 


Mr. McCONNELL, on leave given, introduced 
the following resolution; which was read for infor- 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL moved so to |; mation: 


i i tabie, 
f Mr. MecCLELLAND, the resolu- | 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, on leave given, sub- | 


mitted the following resolution; which was adopt- | 
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Resolved, That the Committee of Ways in 
Means be requested to + ; 4 


t t ulre into the expedic ney 
of reducing or repealing the import duty (on en 
a - oO 


of the prime necessaries of life) on salt and iron. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL said he would rat) 
debate this resolution, ” 

So it was laid over. 

Mr. HARALSON, on leave given, presentea 
certain resolutions of the Legislature of the State 
of Georgia, relating to the establishment of certain 
post-routes from La Grange, Atlanta, and othe; 
points therein named, in said State; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Ogice 
Post Roads. 

Also, the papers relating to the claim of Joh 
Robinson, of Carroll county, Georgia, administra. 
tor of George M. Lavinder, deceased; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

| Also, the papers relating to the claim of John 
Frost, of ‘Troup county, Georgia; which we 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Gray, of Campe!! 
county, Georgia, heir at law of James Heath 
praying remuneration for property carried away 
by the Cherokee Phdians during the years 179} 
and 1792; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, on leave given, presenied g 
resolution of the Legislature of the State of Geor- 
gia, relative to the establishment of a national arm- 
ory and foundry at some suitable point in that 
State; which resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. LUMPKIN also presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Georgia, relative to 
a removal of the post office at Statesboro’, in Bul- 
lock, to the court house in said county; also, pray- 
ing the establishment of the following mail-routes, 
viz: 

From Dahlonega, by the way of Skeenertown 
and Luccoa, to Benton, in Polk county, in the 
State of Tennessee; from Cassville, by the way of 
Felix G. Bruman’s, Joseph M. Terril’s, and Tow- 
ry’s Bridge, to Holly Creek, in Murray county, 
Georgia; from Dahlonega, in Lumpkin county, by 
the way of Elligate, in Gilmer county, to Spring 
Place, in Murray county, Georgia. Referred. ~ 


CONVENTION WITH PERU. 


On motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, the 

|| House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union, Mr. Cuapmay, of Ala- 
bama, in the chair. 

On motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, the com- 
mittee took up the bill to carry into effect the con- 
vention between the United States and the Repub- 
lic of Peru, concluded at Lima, the 17th day of 
March, 1841. 

| Mr. C. J.JNGERSOLL said that there were 
| three hundred thousand dollars in the Treasury re- 
quiring an act of Congress to draw it out. But 
the bill, if read, would speak for itself. 
The bill was read, in part; when 
Mr. PETTIT submitted, as a point of oder, 
that it had not been decided by a vote of the com- 
mittee whether this bill should be taken up, or not. 
Some conversation followed as to the fact, and 
an appeal was indicated, but not taken. 
Mr. PETTIT moved that the bill be laid aside; 
| which motion_was rejected. 
'| ‘The bill, having been first read through, was 
taken up by sections. 
| Mr. PETTIT inquired if there was any report 
accompanying the bill? 
| Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL said there was not. 
Mr. PETTIT. How much money 1s appro- 
| priated ? 
Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL. Three hundred thou- 
| sand dollars. 
Mr. PETTIT. And no report. 
|| Mr. G. W. JONES, alluding to the appropria- 
tion proposed by this bill of $2,000 compensation 
to the Attorney General of the United States for 
adjudicating these claims, said the Attorney Gen- 
eral was now a salaried officer of this Governmen', 
‘receiving, he believed, $4,000 per annum, which 
he thought was sufficient for his services. If > 
was able, in addition to the duties already require 
of him, to perform these duties, in his (Mr. J.’s) 
_ opinion, he should receive no additional ee 
sation, the Government being entitled to all the 
| services of this officer for the salary which he re- 
| ceived. 


| Again: he did not think it altogether right that 


| - 


ang 


son 


re re- 





| this Governmient should be obliged to pay for the 
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adjudication of these claims. If the Government 
had collected this money for the individual citizens 
of the country, they themselves should defray the 
farther expenses incurred in determining to whom 
t belonged, and how it should be divided. 

~ The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee submit any motion? 

Mr. JONES moved to strike out the $2,000 pro- 
nosed to be paid to the Attorney yeneral for his 
sdiudication; but, at the suggestion of gentlemen 
around him, modified his motion so as to strike 
out the entire fourth section. | 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, in explanation of the 
obiect of the bill, stated that the Republic of Peru 
had paid to the United States, for spoliations upon 
our commerce, three hundred thousand dollars, 
which was now in the treasury of the United States, 
and had been there for more than twelve months, 
payable to certain claimants for whom this Gov- 
erament had received it. In the case of the re- 
coveries from Spain, from France, from Mexico, 
and, if he mistook not, from several other Powers, 
the method had been to organize a Board of 
Commissioners—three Commissioners, with a 
salary of three thousand ars each, and a 
clerk, with a salary of two thousand dollars— 
for the purpose of adjudicating these claims, 
and determining to whom the money should be 
naid. In this instance, it being but a small sum— 
three hundred thousand dollars—it was thought 
better economy that this should be done by the 
Attorney General, by allowing him the compensa- 
tion of two thousand dollars for performing this 
duty, instead of appointing three commissioners, 
with a salary of nine thousand dollars; and by 
allowing the clerk of the Anorney General one 
thousand dollars, instead of two thousand dollars, 
the sum paid to the clerk of the Board of Commis- 
sioners. The very distinguished gentleman, the 
Auorney General of the United States, had had 
nothing to do with the business—he (Mr. J.) had 
had no conversation with him about it. The bill 
nad been prepared at the lasi session of Congress, 
end then the whole matter had been arranged be- 
tween him (Mr. I.) and the then Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States, and that without a dis- 
senting voice in the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
lt was necessary that some person should be quali- 
fied with judicial faculties and powers to adjudicate 
it. The Attorney General was supposed to be the 
proper person; and as to the objection of the gen- 
leman from ‘Tennessee, that the Attorney General 
receives a specified salary, he had to state that nei- 
ther by law, by practice, or by principle, were du- 
ties of this kind required of him as Attorney Gen- 
eral, It was no more a part of his duty than it was 
of the duty of the gentleman from Tennessee or of 
himself, (Mr. 1.) It was an extra duty; and a case 
In point was that of a bill which was now on their 
table, giving a compensation to the Chief Justice of 
the United States for extra business, for passing 
upon the title to the Pea Patch island. The Attor- 
ley General might take fees from any client; and 
the United States might as well employ him as to 
employ any one else. It wa due that the Govern- 


ment should protect its own citizens, and recover | 


‘rom other Governments indemnities for spoliations 
committed; and it would be very hard for those citi- 


zeus—who, he would say to the gentleman from | 


New York, [Mr. Gorpox,] were principally mer- 
Phe . 7 r 

chants of New York—to be at the expense of the 
adjudication. It had always been customary to 


pay the money out of the et and not make | 
d 


bg 
the fund bear the charges. It would be contrary to 
every precedent and to all principle. And surely 


‘he sum proposed was a very small one. It was | ‘the said amount, as well as the contingent ex- 


aid out of the fund proposed | 


impossible to procure an 
smaller sum. e flattere 
no reason for the objection; and he hoped the gen- 
lleman from Tennessee would not persist in it. 
Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON, with reference to that 
portion of the remarks of Mr. Incersoxt in 


ualified person for a 


himself that there was || 


Which he based the proposed mode of proceeding | 
“pon the precedents in relation to the adjudica- | 


hon of claims of our citizens upon Mexico, Spain, 
and other Powers, argued that there was no par- 
allel between the cases. Here the sum of $300,000 
rie been collected by our Government from ano- 
The Government, for a portion of our citizens. 
‘he expenses of its collection had already been 
‘neurred by this Government. 
ad protected its citizens by extending its author- 
'y and the strong arm over them; it had collected 

© tioney, and the proposition was now to dis- 


The Government | 


| clerk. 
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tribute it. For whose benefit was this distribu- 
tion? In the case of Mexico, the commission, it 
would be remembered, was appointed for the pur- 
pose of adjudicating the claims with her, and not 
for distributing the money after it was obtained. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. That was the case of 
the French and Spanish claims. 

Mr. HOUSTON, in continuation, remarked that 
he was not as familiar with the precedents as was 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
But the case referred to, as well as the other cases, 
as fur as his knowledge of them extended, did not 
bear out the gentleman in his position; and as the 
Government had been at the expense of collecting 
the money for its citizens, it seemed to him that 
the fund itself should be chargeable with any other 
expenses incurred in its distribution. ; 

Mr. RHETT had no objection to the views of 
Mr. Hovsron being supported by the House, in 
ease the whole section were not stricken out, as 
was proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Jones.] The bill proposed that the Attor- 
ney General should adjudicate these claims, and 
distribute this money, instead of having a board 
of commissioners appointed. It was no duty of 
the Attorney General; the gentleman could not 
find in any book, or any law, that the Attorney 
General was bound to distribute, as Attorney Gen- 
eral, all the claims which may be recovered by this 
Government for its eitizens. This bill imposed 
that duty on the Attorney General, and the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee proposed to strike out the 
clause giving him compensation for this service. 
It was a new duty; and the gentleman ought to be 
prepared, when by law he put new duties on the 
Attorney General, at least to give him additional 
compensation. Whether this charge came out of 
the Government, or out of the fund to be distrib- 
uted, was to him (Mr. R.) immaterial. But he ob- 
jected to this new and extra duty being imposed 
upon this officer without any compensation there- 
for. 

He referred to the precedents mentioned by Mr. 
INGERSOLL, Of the adjudications with France and 
Spain, and sustained him as to the fact of three 
commissioners, in those cases, having been ap- 
pointed, with salaries of $3,000 each, beside a 
If the gentleman from Tennessee, or the 
gentleman from Alabama, preferred this course, 
let them bring forward a proposition to adopt it; 
but it was the opinion of the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, as he thought it must seem evident 
to any gentleman who would look into the sub- 
ject, ‘that the better and the more economical 
course in this case was for the Attorney General 
to transact this business; and he trusted that no 
gentleman would object to his receiving for it this 
small compensation, however they might differ as 
to whether it should be taken from the treasury, 
or from the fund itself. ‘hese citizens to whom 
the money was due had been kept out of it for 
four years, during which time it had been lying 
in the treasury; and he hoped this House would 
not do as had been done at the last Congress—re- 
commit this bill, but that they would pass it, so 
that this money might go to those to whom it 
justly belonged. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to amend the bill by 


striking out, in the 4th section, the words “and 
| * the said amount shall be paid out of any money 





| fund itself. 


‘in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. And 
‘such contingent expenses as may be necessary 
‘shall be paid out of the fund for the contingent 


| expenses of the office of the Attorney General;"’ 


and by inserting in lieu thereof, the words ‘ and 


‘penses, shall be 
‘hereby to be distributed.”’ 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL observed that 
the objections to the bill were founded on the idea 
imbodied in the amendment just offered, viz: the 
impropriety of paying for the distribution of this 
money by the Government, and the equity and 
expediency of taking such allowance out of the 
Mr. I. would only remark in reply, 
how extravagant and almost absurd the principle 
of that objection might become, if carried fairly 
out. The 
tion to its own citizens; and when a foreign Gov- 
ernment was indebted to them, the only mode of 
redress was through the diplomatic agencies of 
our own Government, or at the mouth of the can- 
non. Now, it was easy to see to what a sum the 


expenses of making such a demand might arise. |, 


overnment was bound to afford protec- | 








It might be necessary even to go to war in sup- 
port of it. Would gentlemen have the whole cost 
of a war to be paid for by the claimants for whose 
relief the war had been entered into? They could 
not themselves sue a foreign Government for what 
was due them, be their claim ever so just. And 
if the Government made the demand in their 
name, and should put itself to ever so great an 
expense in supporung that demand, still, all that 
expense was incurred only in the performance of 
the bounden duty of every Government, the pro- 
tection of its citizens. It might cost millions, if a 
war was necessary, or it might, and certainly 
wonpld, cost thousands if it were done by diplo- 
macy. In this case the money had been oltained, 
and only needed distribution; and was it possible 
that when it came to providing for this, gentlemen 
would strain at a gnat after having swallowed a 
camel? Where was the difference in principle? 
{t was as just to charge the Government with the 
cost of distributing this money as it was to charge 
it with the cost of all the diplomacy which had 
been necessary to its obtainment. 

And on the question of precedents, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs might 
have cited, in addition to the cases he had men- 
tioned, those of Naples, and Denmark, and Bel- 
cium, all of which were of a similar character with 
this of Peru. 

But, if the amendment of the gentleman from 
Alabama should prevail, and the principle be cs- 
tablished on which it proceeded, Mr. 1. feared that 
future sufferers by foreign depredation would dread 
the interference of Government in their behalf, lest 
it should result in their being muleted in a sum 
they were not able to pay; and, instead of petition- 
ing the Government for indemnity for their griev- 
ances, would be much more likely to petition that 
it would let them alone. He trusted that an argu- 
ment, which proceeded on a principle like this, 
would not be pressed, but that the amendment 
would be withdrawn, and the bill cheerfully ac- 
quiesced in. 

Mr. GORDON said it seemed just and proper 
that, now that the money had been obtained by 
the Government, the claimants should pay the 
expenses of its distribution, which was for their 
benefit. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL desired to know of the 
gentleman, as a lawyer, whether his clients paid 
the salaries of the judges by whom their causes 
were tried ? 

Mr. GORDON. The gentleman puts a question 
which has no analogy at all to the case under con- 
sideration. 

The Government (he continued) was unques- 
tionably bound to protect its citizens as was claim- 
ed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. J. 
R. Incersoun.] It had done so; it had obtained 
the money at a vast expense, and had safely 
brought it into the treasury. Here were a num- 
ber of claimants. What portion belonged to them 
individually was a question between themselves. 
If they had a mind to sitdown and agree to a di- 
vision, very well; if they are at loggerheads, let the 
Attorney General decide the question for them, and 
let them pay the expense. It was said by the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs that 
there were precedents to justify the course proposed 
by that committee in this bill; but bad customs 
were bad laws; and bad precedents, if they had 
occurred, it was time to stop. He wished to es- 
tablish here a new and correct precedent. 

The gentleman asked him whether litigant parties 
paid the judges in the courts of the United States? 
No; but they have to pay the lawyers or the arbi- 
trators. Precisely so here. But the gentleman said 


| these claims belong to merchants in the city of New 


York. It made no difference with him from what 
partof the Union they came; he would vote against 
unjust claims from his constituents as quickly as 
from any other portion of the Union. He hoped 
the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama 
would be adopted. 

Mr. EWING, of Tennessee, was opposed tothe 
amendment of the gentleman from hileoam as well 
as to the amendment of his colleague. He did not 
say that it was true in regard to either of the gen- 


| tlemen in this case, but it was in general true in re- 
gard to propositions of this description that came 


before deliberative bodies, that they were for domes- 
tic consumption. He considered this question of 
importance as regarded this case and those cases 
which might arise hereafter under the treaties and 
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conventions of our Government. He knew nothing 
of the precedents which had been alluded to; but 
there seemed to him to be some principle of com- 
mon justice, and some principle of the relations be- 
tween the aiuzens of this Government, that should 
determine this question. He agreed with the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. J. R. Incersoxt] 
that the Government was bound to yield plenary 





protec tion. 
spoliations? It was to recover the money, and to 
1! ice the citizen, as nearly as could be, in the posi- 
tion which he occupied before the logs was sustain- 
ed. Hence, their ships having been taken by the 
enemy, hie arrued that the re compense for them 

hould be placed in the hands of the claimants, 
without expense to them. But more especially 
should this be done, as the indemnities received 
were never fully equal to the losses sustained. It 
was not the duty of the Attorney General to make 
this adjudication and distribution; and if this addi- 
tional duty was imposed upon him, common jus- 
tice required that he should be paid for it. While 
on this point, he would mention what he had just 
been informed by the chairman of the Committee 
on Foreten Affairs, that there was a large amount 
of interest accruing upon this money, which would 
be an amount fully equal to the expenses of distri- 
bution. In reference to the case presented as analo- 
eous, of the payinent or non-payment of costs by 
parties litigant in courts of justice, he said that in 
his State, upon the unsuccessful party in the case 
was devolved the payment of the costs; and he 
urged the impropriety of these claimants, whose 
claims were ascertained and found good to their 
full extent, in controversion of this principle, he- 
ing obliged to pay the costs. He further urged the 
propriety, the e onomy, and the justice of the ad- 
judication and distribution being made by the At- 
torney General, and of his being compensate d from 
the treasury, as proposed by the bill. 

Vir. G. W. JONES, referring to the statement 
of his colleawue, Mr. Liwine, that such motions as 
the present were generally made for ** Buncombe,” 
although he acquitted hin (Mr, J.) as well as the 
gentleman from Alabama {[Mr. Houston] of any 
such motives, said, for himself he could say, du- 
ring his whole publie course he had never made a 
motion, nor attempted to make a speech, for what 
was gene rally unde rstood by the term * Bun- 
combe:’’ and such a thing as this never had been, 
and he thought it never would be used by him in 
political canvasses. He had made the motion be- 
enuse he believed it was right—right on principle, 
right on economical grounds. Butit would be for- 
tunate for that **Buncombe,”’ if all their public ser- 
vants were as much devoted to the interests of 
*Puncombe”’ after they had received the confi- 
dence of ‘‘Buneombe,’’ as they professt d to be be- 
fore that confidence had been besiowed upon them. 

Mr. J. further briefly sustained the amendment 
he had made, in reply to Mr. C. J. Incersoui, Mr. 
Ruerr, and other gentlemen, dissenting from the 
position that the Government was not entitled to 
the time of the Attorney General, arguing that 
these services should be performed by him, in case 
his other duties permitted, without specific com- 
pensation; that, if his compensation was not suffi- 
cient, his regular salary should be increased; and 
ridiculine the idea that this officer was authorized, 
In account eurrent with the General Government, 
to charge for every individual act performed which 
was not specifically included in the purview of his 
duties when the office was created. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he had not intended to 
trouble the committee with any additional obser- 
vations but for the remarks which had fallen from 
others, to which he would very briefly reply. He 
said his honorable friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
J. R. Incersott}] had indirectly charged upon 
those who opposed this expenditure that they had 


swallowed a camel, and were now straining at a’ 


enat; he could say for his friend, by way of conso- 
lation to him, that such a charge would never be 
brought against him. All who have made them- 
selves at all acquainted with his legislative history 
would agree very readily in the statement, that he 
|Mr. I.] has never been known to strain at either 
a gnat or a camel; nor would it in the least strain 
him to take down both at once. 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Ewe] 
had called this a small business, “ too little’? to 
miertt the notice of members. He had heard that 
often from others; indeed it was the old and fami- 
ar argument used by gentlemen when they desire 


o 


What was this protection in case of 
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to evade the poe investigation of an expenditure 

wroposed to be made. It was known to all who 
fad been long in this House, and to no one better 
than yourself, Mr. Chairman, [Mr. Cuapman of 
Alabama, being in the chair,] that this stale, worn 
out cry of ** little business,’’ was that which was 
too often if not always resorted to by mem- 
bers whose gigantic minds could not be brought 
to see or contemplate a few thousand or a few 
hundred thousand dollars. This croaking of ** lit- 
tle business’’—** trifling considerations,”’ for the pur- 
pose of ridicule, was the weapon a used 
against reforms proposed by a distinguished mem- 
ber of the last Congress from Tennessee, [Mr. Cave 
Jounson,] than whom a more faithful or useful 
member had never had a seat in this Hall. It may 
be intended as a sort of shield to those who em- 
ploy it; he would tell them it was too shallow; 
however efficient it may have been heretofore, it 
would not now do. Intelligent constituency would 
look into these questions for themselves, and de- 
termine whether it was a little business for their 
representatives to throw away thousands after 
thousands of their money upon undeserving eb- 
jects, or give it to persons not entitled to it, The 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee had spoken of his legis- 
lative experience. Mr. H. did not question it; but 
with all proper deference he would say, that if he 
came here intending, by giving in such experience 
to drive others from a course in which they think 
their duty directs them, he would be met at all 
pomts w ith determined resistance; they may give 
him full credit for his exnerience, but doubt whe- 
ther it has been very profitable to him in inducing 
him to economize the public money. He (Mr. H.) 
would say for himself that he was not governed 
by amount, but by principle. If the waste should 
not exceed a farthing he would not give it his 
sanction, if it violated principle. The gentleman 
says such things (as resisting this expenditure) are 
renerally done for ** domestic consumption;’’ true, 
he had the goodness to exempt by express decla- 
ration himself [Mr. Houston] and his own col- 
league, [Mr. G. W. Jones,}] who had so ably re- 
plied to him, from his remark; yet, if it had no 
application to this case, why allude to it? He was 
willing to avail himself of the disclaimer, but hoped 
he would be allowed to say, that in that state of 
the case the insinuation was entirely out of place 
and improper 

He alluded to the remark made by the gentle- 
man, at the suggestion of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, that the interest which 
had acerued on this fund was sufficient to meet the 
expenses proposed. He did not believe that the 
ventleman would have given utterance to it had 
it not been for the prompting of the chairman 
of the committee. ‘Talk about interest being paid 
by this Government! Did not that gentleman 
know, with all his legislative experience and gene- 
ral knowledge, that the Government did not pay 
interest on sums received at the treasury in this 
manner ? 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL. The gentleman mis- 
takes me altogether. What he had said was, that 
the Government had had the enjoyment of the 
money so long that $20,000 was the amount of the 
interest that would have accrued upon it. 

Mr. HOUSTON continuing, said the explana- 
tion made no difference. If we had a right to refer 
to or consider of the interest in this case, we 
should do it in all other claims against the Govern- 
ment. Would the gentleman (Mr. I.) advocate a 
proposition like that? Does he think that the Gov- 
ernment should pay interest on the claims for 
I'rench spoliations, in the event of appropriation to 
pay those claims? Does not the chairman of For- 
eign Affairs see that such a doctrine applied to this 
Government would be monstrous; then why speak 
of it atall? Before we pay interest we had first 
better pay the ‘“*multitude’’ of just claims now be- 
fore us for horses lost in defending the country: 
we had much better pay our citizens who were 
maimed, wounded, in fighting for their country, 
than to give it to those who live by trade, and 
without one particle of claim to it, dies legal or 
equitable. 

The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Ewe) 
likens this to a suit at law, in which he says, as a 
universal rule, the unsuccessful party has to pay 
the costs. Mr. H. would ask him, if he intended 
to say that the Government, in this instance, was 
the unsuccessful party? He proposes that it shall 
pay the costs. Mr. H. said he was reminded very 


strongly of the practice of a court he ha 
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es d heard of. 
in which the justice universally gave judgment 
against the pee who was able to pay the cosis. 
regardless of law or justice. That court may hay. 
been located in the gentleman’s country.” 'T),, 
honorable member has higher authority yet, jf | 
mis’ake not, for his practice. By reférrine to 
Knickerbocker’s History of New York, he wi) 
find a case directly in point. Governor Van Twil. 
ler presiding in council to adjudicate a suit betwee 
two of his people, becoming overwhelmed y 
doubt as to the law, embarrassed and utterly co). 
fused as to justice, counted the leaves of each par- 
ty’s account, weighed their account-books resr, Se 
ively, and finding them of equal number and 
weight, his perplexity seemed to increase, Des, r= 
mined, however, to free himself from the difficulties 
of his position, he very gravely and with great for. 
mality declared that the accounts were “equally 
balunced,”’ and decreed that each party should sive 
the other a receipt in full, and that the constat le 
should pay the costs. The application of the New 
York case was precise, and his honorable frieyd 
from Tennessee was fully sustained in his view of 
the law and the pr@tice by a‘“New York decision.” 
Mr. H. said he would reassert the positions he 
assumed when he had first addressed the committee 
on this bill. He could see no reason why the Goy- 
ernment should pay this expense; it had already 
collected the money for its citizens at its own cost 
and charges, and now they demand that it shall pay 
the expenses of a tribunal to determine upon the 
distribution—how much shall go to A and how 
much to B. Whoever heard of such a proposition? 
If they could agree amongst themselves as to the 
amount each one was entitled to receive, then the 
Government could pay it over free of costs. They 
cannot do that, they disagree, and therefore must 
litigate with each other before some court, to setile 
their own difficulties; and, strange to say, the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Afiairs have said that this Gov- 
ernment must pay the expenses of these suits, one 
with another. Mr. H. said he could illustrate by 
assimilating this to a case of very common occur- 
rence, and with which all lawyers are acquainted. 
Here is the Government with $300,000, belonging 
to ten of its citizens, (the number is taken for ii- 
lustration,) which it collected for them, as their 
friend, free of charge—it paying all the expenses 
of collection and transfer to its own treasury; the 
claimants appear and demand the money; the Giov- 
ernment goes to pay it, but they differ us to the cis- 
tributive share of each. Of course, then, they dis- 
agreeing, the Government was not authorized to 
pay it over to any of them with safety to itself. lt 
so remains until the Government, in order to settle 
it up and obtain a proper discharge, files its bill of 
interpleader, requiring the ten claimants, by nawe, 
to be made parties, brought into court, and show 
who has the true interest in the fund, and th 
amount each one is entitled to receive. Then the 
court would render its decree of distribution, at te 
same time directing that the costs shall be paid 01 t 
of the fund to be distributed; unless the conductot 
some of the parties may have, without the sem- 
blance of reason, produced the necessity for incur 
ring the costs; but in no event would any part o! 
the costs or expenses come out of the Government, 
who is, in truth, a mere trustee for the clannants, 
and entirely faultless in the transaction. Who ever 
heard of a trustee, who had been prompt and futh- 
ful to his trust, being made to pay the expenses !- 
cident to the distribution of a trust-fund amongst 
various claimants? No one; the case could not be 
found. Then how unjust and improper w ould it be 
for us to make the Government pay this expens® 
to distribute a fund which it had collected for tie 
claimants, not only free of charge and at its ow? 
risk, but actually at its own expense! He hoped 
the committee would agree to his amendment, all 
refuse to involve the Government further aou\ @ 
matter in which it had no interest other than the 
protection of its citizens, which had been already 
amply given. The Government might with the 
same propriety be made to pay the expense IY” 
dent to a transfer of the respective amount from ~ 
OWN treasury to each claimant to a remote part = 
the country, if indeed it should cost anything \ 
make the remittance. F 
After an inquiry by Mr. RATHBUN, al 
The question was taken, and the amendment ¢ 
Mr. Hovwsron was rejected. Be 
Mr. PETTIT moved that the committee ris’ 
with a view (he was understood to say) to the re- 
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rent of the bill to the Committee on Foreign | 


commitn [ | 
with instructions to report all the facts of 


Affairs, 


ho ease 
tne case. 


The motion was rejected. 
Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend the said 4th | 
section, by reducing one-half of the amount there 
n appropriated for the Attorney General and his 
clerk—i. €. $2,000 to the first, and $1,000 to the | 
second. . 
~The first amendment was — 

And the question being on the second, 
Vir. CHIPMAN objected to the whole tenor and 
abject of the bill; and that for the same reason | 
which had induced the gentleman from New York | 
‘Mr. Rarnpun] to move to reduce the salaries. 
He approved the position that the whole time of | 
oe Attorney General belonged to the Govern- | 
ment, and that he ought to adjudicate these claims 
jornothing. But he would not confer the power 
on him or on any other present officer of the Gov- 
ernment, because it would not be economical to do | 
so. He denied the applicability of the doctrine of | 
eosts in court; and scouted the idea that because | 
this money had lain long in the treasury and the 
-iaimants had lost the interest, therefore the Gov- | 
eroament ought to pay the cost of distribution. 
How many honest claimants had lain for years out 
‘ their just claims, and yet nobody dreamed of | 
lowing them interest. 

Mr. EWING said he wished to be understood. | 
He had not contended that the Government ought 
ty nav interest to these claimants; but that interest | 
had accumulated, and that the claimants had lain 

ut of their money. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL. That had been his | 
eround, and all his ground. Perhaps the Govern- | 

it might with part of this money have been | 
building forts in Michigan. [A laugh.] 

Mr. CHIPMAN said that he should think no 
forts could have been built in Michigan out of mo- 

ey not received by the Government, but lying in 
the coffers of the Government of Peru. There 
svemed to be some strange solicitude for the pas- 
sace of this bill. 

At this stage of the proceedings, and without 
any action, 

The committee, on motion of Mr. HUNTER, 
rose und reported progress. 

OBITUARY. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose and addressed the | 
House as follows : 

Mr. Speaker: To me, sir, has this day been | 
sssigned the melancholy duty of making the so- 
euin announcement to this House, that death is in 

rmidst. Wiuti1am Tayvor,a representative in | 
Congress from the State of Virginia, is no more. | 
He died at his own chambers, in this city, this | 
norniug, at 4 o’clock. | 

The brief time which has elapsed since his de- | 


cease has not allowed me an opportunity of ascer- || 
wining the circumstances attending that event. || 
Suce he reached Washington, at the commence- || 


ent of our session, he has labored under constant | 
mdisposition. A general debility pervaded his 
piysieal frame; and this morning he suddenly ex- | 
pied. He sunk suddenly, and in a moment life | 
‘asextinet. Without a murmur, without a sigh, 
sunk to rest—evineing, at his departure from | 


‘us world, a calm composure, a quiet resignation, || 


‘uch admirably corresponded with the smooth | 


progress of his previous life. || 


lie was born in Alexandria, in this District. In 
early life, he removed to the Valley of Virginia; 
and, having married, located himself in Rockbridge 
county, where he has ever since resided. Blest in | 
us domestic relations, happiness and contentment | 
lave been his good fortune. 
‘ If, sir, his life has been marked by no extraor- 
‘nary incidents, that fact constitutes an encomium | 
‘1 te moral beauty of his character. Although | 
‘well-educated lawyer, and highly reputable mem- | 
ber ofthe Bar, he manifested no restless eagerness 

t distinction, and suffered not the promptings of 
Worldly ambition to-disturb the evenness of his 
‘enper, and betray him into uncongenial contro- 
‘ersy. Remarkable throughout life for his unin- 
‘errupted equanimity, nevertheless he was, in his | 
public capacity, firm and decided in his opinions; | 
aid in the conscientious discharge of his duties he 
was inflexibl , upright. 

Justice and integrity characterized his entire in- 
‘ourse with his fellow-men. Honor, in its best | 





te 


‘nse, regulated his conduct. u 
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Whether contemplated in the faithful discharge 
of his public duties, or in his fair and honorable 
intercourse with his fellow-men, or as an exem- 
plary husband and father, reposing in tranquil 
happiness by his own fireside, in company with an 
affectionate wife and children—in whatever scene, 
or under whatever aspect we may examine the 
character of my departed colleague, he will be em- 
phatically pronounced, in the most dignified and 
refined definition of the term, a gentleman. 

Such, sir, was the man who, in the wise dispen- 
sation of an inscrutable Providence, has been re- 
moved from his country and his family before he 
had attained an old age. 

Of the grief of his bereaved companion, and his 
now fatherless children, it does not become me to 
attempt a description. Into that private and sacred 
scene of mourning I will not, even by imagination, 
intrude. 

If earthly consolation can alleviate their distress, 
some portion of it may, perhaps, be derived from 
the reflection that he was universally esteemed and 
beloved by his acquaintances, and that all his col- 
Iqpcues in the highest degree respected and loved 
him, and mourn his loss as that of a brother. 

But, sir, at last the highest source of comfort and 
consequent resignation to their bereavement will be 
derived from their Christian belief that the ways of 
God, however inexplicable to the finite wisdom of 
man, are just; and frém the Christian hope that a 
world of sin, and sorrow, and temptation, has been 
exchanged for one of immortal bliss. 

Mr. D. concluded by offering the following reso- 
lutions, which were adopted: 

Resolved, That this House has heard with deep 
emotion the annunciation of the death of the Hon. 
William Taylor, a member from the State of Vir- 
ginia, 

Resolved, That this House tenders to the rela- 
tives of the deceased the expression of its sympa- 
thy on this affecting event, and, as a testimony of 
respect for the memory of the deceased, the mem- 
bers and officers of the House will go into mourning 
by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the members and officers of the 
House will attend the funeral of the Hon. William 
Taylor, deceased, on Monday next, at half-past 
12 o’clock, p. m. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed for su- 
perintending the funeral of the deceased. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, 
to notify that body of the death of the Hon. Wm. 
Taylor, late one of the representatives from the State 
of Virginia, that his funeral will take place from 
the Hall of the House on Monday next, at half- 
past 12 o’clock, p. m., and that the Senate be in- 
vited to attend the same. 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect for 
the memory of the deceased, this House do now 
adjourn. 

Whereupon the House adjourned. 


COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS. 


The following members compose the committee 
appointed to superintend the funeral of the de- 
ceased: 


Messrs. Dromcoo.e, Duntap, McKay, Apporr, 
Huncerrorp, Vance, and Tuomas B. Kine. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following Petitions and Memorials were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. McDOWELL: The petition of William Cherry, 
for one year’s full pay: referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

By Mr. TILDEN: The petition of John H. Horner and 
others, citizens of Gustavus, Trumbull county, Ohio, pray- 
ing the establishment of a mail route from Kinsman to War- 
ren. Also, the petition of Heman Ovaitt and others, citi- 
zens of Summit county, Ohio, praying for an appropriation 
for the improvement of the Maumee river. Also, the peti- 
tion of Asahel Wilcox and others, citizens of Wayne coun- 
ty, Ohio, praying the abolition of the internal slave trade. 
Also, the remonstrance of E. B. Chamberlain and others, 
citizens of Summit county, Ohio, against the annexation of 
Texas, and that of George Hezlip on the same subject. 


By Mr. GORDON: The petition of John Ingraham for an 


increase of his pension. 

By Mr. DIXON: The petition of Lemuel Cushman, of 
Stafford, in the State of Connecticut. 

By Mr. R. SMITH, of Iinois: The petition and papers 
of Niel Shannon, praying a pension. Also, the memorial of 
a large number of citizens of Onondaga county, New York, 
praying Congress to make the public lands free (in limited 
quantities) to the actual settlers. 

By Mr. W. WRIGHT: The petition of William Pen- 
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nington and 220 others, citizens of the city of Newark, New 
Jersey, praying for an appropriation for the improvement of 
Newark harbor. Also, the resolutions of the Common Coun- 
cil of the city of Newark, New Jersey,in reference to an ap- 
propriation for the improvement of Newark harbor. 

By Mr. HARALSON: The papers relating to the claim of 
John Robinson, of Carroll county, Georgia, administrator of 
George M. Lavender, deceased. Also, the papers relating to 
the claim of Johnson Frost, of ‘Troup county, Georgia. Also, 
the petition of Isaac Gray, of Campbell county, Georgia, 
heir at law of James Heath, praying remuneration for prop 
erty carried away by the Cherokee Indians during the years 
1791 and 1792. 

By Mr. SAWYER: The memorial of Conrad House, oF 
Wood county, Ohio, heretofore referred January 16, 1837. 
\lso, the memorial of D. and J. Wilkinson, heirs of Johu 
Wilkinson, deceased, of Wood county, Ohio, heretofore 
relerred January 16, 1837. 

sy Mr. MeCLERNAND: The petition of Joseph T. Ateh 
ison, of Hamilton county, Ilinois, praying compensation in 
land or otherwise for services as a soldier during the last 
war: referred to the Cominittee of Claims. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 19, 13846. 


On motion of Mr. PENNYBACKER, the read- 
ing of the Journal was dispensed with. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by B. B. Frenen, Esq., their Clerk, 
informing the Senate of the death of the Hon, 
Wittiam Taynor, late a representative from the 
State of Virginia, and inviting the Senate to at- 
tend the funeral to-day at half-past twelve o’ciock. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the resolutions, 
when 

Mr. PENNYBACKER rose and said : 

Mr. Presipent: It becomes my duty to an- 
nounce to the Senate the melancholy truth that 
W intiaM ‘T'ayLor, a representative from Virginia, 
is no more. He died very suddenly at his resi- 
dence in this city on Saturday morning last, about 
four o’clock, in the maturity of age and the fulness 
of usefulness. For some time previous to the 
period of his death, he had been indisposed, but 
not very seriously, as his friends had hoped; com- 
plaining only of great debility. But, alas! how 
false are the hopes of men! ‘The hand of death 
was then upon him, and kindred spirits were whis- 
pering to his soul, 

** Gentle spirit, come away !”’ 
Though his exit was sudden, he died, as he had 
lived, calmly and quietly; and without a pang, a 
groan, or a struggle, his soul ascended to its God. 
‘There may it rest forever and forever! 

But melancholy as is the announcement I have 
made, there were circumstances attending the sad 
bereavement which were calculated to mitigate the 
blow. My deceased friend died surrounded by 
his family, and in the midst of dear and cherished 
friends. His it was not to die in a stranger land, 

“Without a friend to close his eyes.” 

Where he breathed his last was near the spot 
where the light of heaven first met his eyes. He 
was born and reared in the city of Alexandria. 
Woman, too, was near his couch—his devoted 
wife, and other friends. May the God of mercy, 
in his infinite goodness, bind up the wounds which 
death has made! 

With the deceased I was not intimately ae- 
quainted, though I knew him well in person and 
by character. He was the representative of my 
immediate district, and had been during the Twen- 
ty-eighth Congress. A purer man never lived 
upon earth. He was remarkable for his modesty 
and courtesy; and no one excelled him in sensibil- 
ity and honor. A lawyer, he stood very well at 
the bar; a member of Congress, he discharged his 
duties; a husband, a father, a neighbor, and a 


_friend—nothing was wanting. He was es yer 


connected in all branches of his family. A gentle- 
man in every sense of the word, he was an ornament 
to human nature itself. 

In his life there was no striking incident. Like 
a placid stream, it flowed smoothly on, until it was 
lost in the ocean of eternity. 

What I have said, Mr. President, is not the lan- 
guage of mere panegyric. I have said but that 
which I do know; and they who knew him best and 
well will acknowledge the truth of the picture I 
have drawn, how imperfectly soever the task has 
been done. 

Without further remark, sir, 1 move you that 
the Senate adopt the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Senate has received with deep 
sensibility the message from the House of Repre- 
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sntatives announcing the death of the Hon. Wii- 
piAm T'Aayior, a Representative from the State of 
Virginia. 

Resolved, That, in token of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, the Senate will attend his fu- 
neral this day at the hour appointed by the House 
of Representatives, and will wear the usual badge 
of mourning. 

The resolutions were unanimously agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, 

The Senate proceeded, in conformity with the 
second of the above resolutions, to attend the fune- 
ral; on their return from which, they immediately 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 19, 1846. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, pursuant to 
the order of Saturday, for the purpose of attending 
the funeral of the Hon. Wiii1am Tayior, deceas- 
ed, one of the Representatives from the State of 
Virzinia, who died at his lodgings, at the seat of 
Government, on Friday night. After prayer by 
the Rey. Chaplain Mitsurn, appropriate to the 
roourntul ceremonies about to commence— 

The SPEAKER took the Chair, and the Mem- 
bers their seats, 

At twenty minutes past twelve o’clock the Sen- 
ate entered the Hall, preceded by the Vice Presi- 
dent, the Secretary, and other officers, The Vice 
President was conducted by the Sergeant-at-Arms 
to the Speaker's stand and took a seat by the side 
of the Speak f. 

Then came the Judges and officers of the Su- 
preme Court. 

The General-in-Chief of the army, with other 
military officers, 

At half-past twelve, the corpse was brought into 
the Llouse, preceded by the committee of arranee 
ment and pall. bearers, and followed by the family 
and friends of the deceased, and the Virginia dele- 
gation, as mourners, 

All of whom took the seats specially provided 
for them. 

A few minutes afterwards the President of the 
United States, with his Cabinet Ministers, entered 
the Hall, and were conducted to seats set apart for 
them. 

The remains of the deceased were placed in the 
centre of the circular space in front of the Clerk’s 
table. 

The religious services were opened by the Rev. 
Mr. Tustron, by the reading of one of the Psalms. 

Then prayer by the Rev. Mr. Mirsury. 

After which an address by the Rev. Mr. Tus- 
TON, 

‘The ceremonies were concluded at half past one 
o’clock, when the procession moved from the Hall 
in the order established by the committee of arrange- 
ment. At the front of the Capitol, the procession 
took carriages, and proceeded in regular order to 
the Congress cemetery, where the body was de- 
posited in the vault erected for the reception of the 
remains of deceased members of Congress and 
other public officers dying at the seat of Govern- 
ment. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 20, 1846. 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENTS. 
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com- 
munication from the Navy Department, transmit- 
ting, in conformity to the requirements of a resolu- 
tion passed by the Senate, a report from the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, in relation to the number 
of applications for pensions that have been reject- 
ed, and the reasons therefor; which was ordered 
to be printed, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Also, a communication from the Department of 
War, in answer to a resolution by the Senate, in 


relation to the measures necessary to be taken to | 


secure the inland communication between Fort 
Gratiot and the works now in progress of com- 
pletion at Sand Hill, on the Detroit river. 

; Also, acommunication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting a statement, from the Second 
Comptroller of the Treasury of the appropria- 


lions for the naval service for the fiscal year end- | 


ing June 30th, 1845. 


220 en CORSA CLASS. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of the 
chiefs and delegates of the Wyandott nation of 
Indians, praying payment of the value of their 
improvements ceded to the United States by treaty 
of March 17, 1842; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. ARCHER presented four memorials of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying a modification of the 
naturalization laws, requiring a residence of twenty- 
one years previous to acquiring the rights of citi- 
zenship; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. DIX presented the memorial of citizens of 
Cayuga county, New York, praying that the frank- 
ing privilere may be abolished, and the postage 
on all half-ounce letters be reduced to two cents; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. D. also presented the memorial of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of New York city, praying the 
establishment of a branch of the United States mint 
in said city; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. e 

Mr. D. further presented the memorial of Brown 
& Neilson, importing merchant in the city of New 
York, asking that duties paid by them on certain 
importations of cotton from Texas prior to the 31st 
December, 1845, may be refunded; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of Asa 
Andrews, late collector of customs for the district of 
Ipswich, Massachusetts, praying the payment of a 
balance ascertained to bedue him ina suit brought 
against him by the United States for an alleged de- 
ficiency in his accounts; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SIMMONS presented the petition of Wel- 
come Parmenter, praying a pension for an injury 
received in the military service of the United 
States: which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the remonstrance 


of citizens of northern Pennsylvania against any | 


compromise of the Oregon boundary short of the 


line of 54° 40’: which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. 8. also presented the petition of the legal 
representatives of Richard Butler, deceased, pray- 
ing the payment of a balance standing to his credit 
on the books of the treasury, for advances in the 
revolutionary war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

[A message from the President of the United 
States was here received, by Mr. Walker, his pri- 
vate secretary. | 

Mr. JARNAGIN presented a communication 
signed by Samuel Martin, proposing a plan for the 
defence of the lakes; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. J. also presented a communication from the 
same individual, proposing certain modifications of 
the currency of the country; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the memorial of mer- 
chants of Philadelphia, praying the construction of 
harbors on the eastern side of Reedy island, and at 
Bomba Hook, in the Delaware river; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Mercer county, Missouri, praying the es- 
tablishment of a weekly mail from Trenton to the 
county seat of said county, when located, but pre- 
viously to the village of Warsaw; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER presented the memorial 
of the Board of Trade of Wheeling, Virginia, set- 
ting forth the advantages, and asking the construc- 
tion of a bridge across the Ohio, to connect the 
national road through the latter State with that of 
Virginia. 

Mr. P. said that the subject was one of much 
importance. Without going into the question as 
to the constitutional power of Congress to give the 
aid asked for in the memorial, he presumed he 
should Ses‘ consult the wishes of the memorialists 
by asking for the reading of the memorial. The 
memorial was then read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of James 
Bigelow, administrator of the estate of Francis Ca- 
zeau, praying a remuneration for supplies furnish- 





Jan * 20, 


ed to the United States army during the Revoly 
tion, and other sacrifices made in the cause ,+ 
American independence; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. e 

[A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing the passage, by sq d 
House, of a bill to regulate writs of error and ay. 
peals from the United States circuit court for th e 
middle district of Alabama; a concurrent action oo 
which was asked of the Senate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the memoria} 9 
Bailie Peyton, praying the purchase by the Unit, d 
States of his individual moiety of a tract of Jay 
in the southwest pass of the Mississippi river, ocey. 
pied by the United States for public purposes, and 
compensation for the time they have already had 
the use of it; which was referred to the Commit. 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of J, ¢, 
Baldwin, praying indemnity for loss sustained jy 
consequence of the burning of his vessel (the Gil 


| Blas) containing lead ore, which had been wreck. 


ed on the coast of Florida, north of Cape Fear, and 
burnt by direction of the United States officer cow- 
manding that stateon; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Y. further presented the memorial of So- 
phia Fleming and others, citizens of’ Florida, pray- 
ing the appointment of a board of commissioners 
to adjudicate claims for losses sustained in conse- 
quence of the late Indian wars in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Also the petition of the administrator of Andrew 
Capello, deceased, praying aera for losses 
sustained by the occupation of Florida by the Uni- 
ted States troops in 1812 and 1813, with interes:; 
which was referred to the same committee. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a joint resolution, 
passed by the Legislature of Indiana, in favor of 
the improvement of the Ohio river by the con- 
struction of a canal around the falls of said river; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. also presented resolutions of the General 
Assembly of Indiana, relative to the overilowed 
public lands, and the granting of those in Indiana 
to that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of Jolin 
Strehioker and others, praying to be indemnitied 
for loss in consequence of the illegal seizure and 
detention, on the part of the local authorities of the 
island of Bermuda, of a ship and cargo, which was 
forced by stress of weather into their port; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of John J. Bulow, jr., deceased; 
which was read a first time. 

On motion, the report of the above committee 
was ordered to be printed. , 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
Nathaniel Phillips, submitted a report, accompa- 
nied by a bill for his relief; which bill was read 
and passed to a second reading, and the report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of rR 
Throckmorton, praying relief for loss sustained in 
consequence of the recision of a contract made by 
him with the United States, made a report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed, and reported & 
bill for his relief, which was read a first time. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, te whom was referred a petition of citizens 
of Ascension and Iberville, and also a report ot the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the 13th of January, 
reported a joint resolution in relation to the issuing 
of grants of certain lands in Louisiana; hich was 
read a first time, and ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. HANNEGAN offered the following amend- 
ment to the bill reported by the Committee on Ne- 
val Affairs, for the augmentation of the naval force 
of the United States: 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the ea- 
tire proceeds from the sales of the public lands 
accruing to the United States be, and the same are 
hereby, appropriated to the immediate building and 
equipment of ten additional steam vessels of war 
of the first class of frigates; and for this purpos¢, 
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the President of the United States is herehy au- 
thorized to apply forthwith the sum of two mil- 
ions and seventy-seven thousand dollars, being 
the amount received during the vast year from 
land sales, out of any money in the treasury not 
sherwise appropriated; said vessels to be con- 
eructed of the same materials as the vessels pro- 
“Jed for in the first section of this bill. 
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! 
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The amendment having been read for informa- 
ion, was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BAGBY presented the following resolu- 


uc 


‘Aweled, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
he directed to inquire into Dr. William P. Me- 
Connell’s submerged propeller and other improve- 
ments, and report on their utility and practicability 
to propel war-steamers. 

Mr. YULEE suggested that, as this whole sub- 
‘eet was already before the Naval Committee, who 
‘were taking measures to inquire into the practica- 
vility and adaptation and merits of all improve- 
»ents of this nature, the resolution was, perhaps, 
superfluous. 

Mr. BAGBY, in reply, remarked that he had 
no knowledge of a general reference of this subject 
‘othe Committee on Naval Affairs. He had un- 
derstood, however, that Mr. McConnell’s inven- 
on was one of great value, and he had introduced 
the resolution at the request of one of the com- 
ee 

Mr. FAIRFIELD observed that the whole was 
before the committee, but informally. He had 
suzgested to the Senator from Alabama that it 
vould be better to bring the matter especially be- 
fore the committee by resolution; and therefore it 
was submitted. 

The resolution was then considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to. 


INTERPOSITION OF FOREIGN POWERS. 


Mr. ALLEN rose, and said that, some days ago, 
he submitted, or proposed to submit, to the Sen- 
atea joint resolution in reference to the interposi- 

a of European Powers in the political affairs of 
‘merica. A question arose on leave to introduce 
this resolution, and, pending the question, a mo- 
ton was made to lay the motion for leave to pre- 
sent the resolution on the table. The state of the 
guestion, therefore, was, the motion for leave was 
aid on the table by a vote of the Senate. He 
rose Now to give notice, that nobody might be 
tuken by surprise, that, on Friday morning next, 
as soon as may be after the reading of the journal, 
he would move the Senate to take up the motion. 


Mr. DICKINSON gave notice of his intention, 


vl 


y leave of the Senate, to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion to provide for the preservation of petitions 
and other papers presented to the Senate. 

Mr. GREENE moved that the resolution pre- 
seuted by him several days since, in favor of a dis- 
‘nbution of the decisions of the Supreme Court, be 
printed; which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
fxecutive business; and, after some time so spent, 
the doors were opened, and the Senate adjourned. 





HOWSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvurspay, January 20, 1846. 


pin Journal of yesterday was read, and ap- 
proved, 


COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Mr. HUNTER rose and asked the unanimous 
‘ousent of the House to submit a motion, that the 
ise of this Hall be granted to the Colonization So- 
“ely this evening. 

Mr. MeCONNELL and other members object- 
ig, the motion was not entertained. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, on leave given, offered 
‘e following resolution, which was adopted: 
_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
“structed to furnish this House with a statement 
“ te amount of hospital money paid by the offi- | 
“sand seamen in the merchant service on lakes | 
pi. Michigan, Ontario, and Champlain, and in- || 
al ake Waters, separating the amount paid on 
Tb Ke at what custom-house paid; and how it 
expended Ee and what amount is yet un- 
Pe and whether, out of the 1,500 seamen 
ote C monthly, and paying hospital | 
hey, there has been disbursed a single cent at | 


m 
are 
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that point for their relief, and if so, when, and to 
whom, and the specific amount to each man. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call for reports 
from committees. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which was referred a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the 31st ultimo, rela- 
tive to compensation and emoluments of collectors 
of the customs, reported a bill relative to collectors 
and other officers of the customs; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. MeCLELLAND, 

Ordered, That the same committee be discharged 
from the consideration of the petition of the New 
Jersey Steam Navigation Company, and New 
York, Providence, and Boston Railroad Company, 
for expenses in maintaining a certain light on Eel 
Grass Shoal, and that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. ASHMUN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate, entitled *‘ An act for the relief of William 
Elliott, Jr., of Fulton county, in the State of Illi- 
nois,” reported the same without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed to a 

mmitte of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. BAKER presented a petition of citizens of 
the State of Illinois, remonstrating against the ad- 
mission of Texas into the Union. 

Also, one of citizens of the State of Illinois, for 
the amendment to the Constitution, to provide for 
the election of President of the United States, and 
for the emancipation of all persons held in slavery 
in the year 1860, and that no slaveholder or duellist 
shall hereafter be qualified to hold any office. 


Also, one from the same, to abolish slavery in | 


the District of Columbia. 

Ordered, That the said memorials be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. FRIES presented a petition of citizens of 
Harrison county; in the State of Ohio, praying for 
the establishment of a daily four-horse post-coach 
mail route from Zanesville to Pittsbure: which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. HERRICK, from the Committee of Claims, 
made adverse reports upon the petitions of Icha- 
bod Peck, the widow of Samuel Scott, and the 
heirs of Thomas Underhill; which reports were 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. HOGE, from the Committee of Claims, re- 
ported a bill authorizing the payment of certain 
claims of the State of Alabama, accompanied by a 
report In writing; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. POLLOCK, from the same committee. made 
an adverse report upon the petition of John Boden 
Fitch and others, heirs of John Fitch, which re- 
port was laid upon the table. 

Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL, from the same com- 
mittee, made a report upon the petition of Nathan 
Smith and Charles K. Smith, accompanied by a 
bill for their relief; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. SEAMAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made an adverse report upon the 
petitions of Samuel Frothingham, and Chauncey 
Wetmore, administrator of Elisha Hubbard, de- 
ceased; which reports were laid upon the table. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report upon the petition of Adam MeCul- 
loh, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of Jere- 
miah Moors, reported the same without amend- 
ment, accompanied by a report adverse to the pas- 


| sage of said bill. 


Mr. D. moved that the said bill be laid upon the 
table. 


And the question being put, it was decided in the 


affirmative. 


So the bill was laid upon the table. 

Mr. HARALSON laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of War to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, transmitting a report of the 


| Paymaster General of the army, showing the com- 


parative annual expense of a dragoon regiment, a 
regiment of riflemen, with infantry pay and forage 
as dragoons, and a regiment of riflemen serving 
on foot, with their usual infantry pay; which com- 
munication was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GORDON, from the Committee of Claims, 
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made an adverse report on the petition of Thomas 
F. Harkness; which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. GORDON, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution; which was read 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Commetee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the claim 
of Matthews, Wood, & Hall, and the petition and 
papers of said claimants be referred ta the Solicitor 
of the Treasury, with instructions forthwith to 
take sworn testimony in New York, on behalf of 
the United States, and also of the peutioners, as to 
the truth of the various facts allewed; and that he 
report said testimony, with his opinion thereon, at 
as early a day us practicable. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Ca 
nals be dischareed from the consideration of the 
petition of citizens of Indiana for the improvement 
of the Maumee river, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KENNEDY, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, made a report upon the 
petition of Seth M. Leavenworth, accompanied by 
a joint resolution for his relief; which resolution 
was read twice and committed. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. SEAMAN 
asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill forthe 
relief of Emanuel Berry and John M. Reese; which 
was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. PRICE 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bil! to con- 
tinue in force an act making an appropriation for 
the payment of horses lost by the Missouri volun- 
teers in the Florida war; which bill was read twice 
and committed. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. JOHN A. 
ROCKWELL asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill in relation to assignees in bankruptey; 
which bill was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WENTWORTH eave notice of a motion 
for leave to introduce a bill to authorize the State 
of Illinois to tax the lands within her limits is 
soon as sold. 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM FLORIDA. 


Mr. HAMLIN, chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, in pursuance of the notice he had here- 
tofore given, rose and moved that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the report of that com- 
mittee in the case of the contested election from 
the State of Florida. 

And this is a question of privilege. 

PERSONAL. 

Mr. CABELL (the sittthe member from Flor- 
ida) rose and asked leave to make a personal ex- 
planation. 

Leave having been granted, 

Mr. CABELL said that he wished to call the 
attention of the House to certain reports, pub- 
lished in the newspapers of Friday last, of a state- 
ment purporting to be made by the chairman of 
the Committee of Elections, and which he would 
ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk then read the following statements: 

From the Baltimore Patriot of Jan. 17. 


*¢Mr. Hamutiy, chairman of the Committee of 
‘ Elections, rose and remarked to the Chair that 
‘this was the day assiened for the House to con- 
‘sider the Florida election case. But, he under- 
‘stood that the member now holding the seat was 
‘absent from the city, and expected to return to- 
‘night. As soon as he should return, Mr. H. would 
‘call up the subject of the election for considera- 
étion; and if he did not return by Monday next, 


‘then Mr. H. would make a proposition to the 


‘House on the subject of that gentleman’s ab- 
*sence.”’ 
From the Union of Friday evening last. 

‘© ConTESTED ELECTION FROM F'Lornipa.—Mr. 
‘Hamu, chairman of the Committee on Elec- 
‘tions, rose and said, it would be recollected that 
‘he had, some days since, given notice of his in- 
‘tention to call up the case of contested election 
‘from Florida to-day. He had now risen for the 
‘ purpose of saying that he did not propose to call 
‘up that case to-day; and he would take this occa- 
‘sion to say, that when he had given this notice 
‘ the other day, he did not know, nor did he believe 
‘ any individual in this House, with one exception, 
‘knew that the sitting member was absent. He 
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(Mr. H.) had not learned this fact until last even- 


‘ine. He understood, however, that the gentleman 
‘ proposed to return this evening, The matter had 
‘now been delayed a number of days. He should 
‘propose to take it up at the earliest period after 
‘the eentleman’s return. If he returned toenicht. 
‘he should call it up to-morrow. If the gentleman 
‘did not return in all this week, the committee had 
‘eome to the conclusion that no additional delay 
‘should take place beyond that time, whether the 
‘renteman returned or not; and, in either event, 
‘he (Mr. H.) should call up the report on Monday 
* next, 

‘The extracts having been read, 

Mr. CABELL proceeded to say that he was not 
present when these remarks had been made: and 
he was not, therefore, prepared to say which of 
He understood the 
chairman of the committee to say, however, that 
the first of the two reports (that from the ** Balti- 
more Patriot’’) was 


these two reports was true, 


more particularly incorrect— 


f wclaliy as to that part of it which spoke of a 


resolution of inquiry as to his (Mr. ¢ *.’s) absence— 
no such intimation having been given by that gen- 
tleman. 

In reference to the report in the * Union,” it 


certainly placed him in a false position, inasmuch 


as an inference micht be drawn from the remarks 
of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Hamu] that 
efforts had been made by him (Mr. C.) to protract 
a decision, or postpone the consideration of this 
question. ‘The report stated that the report of the 
committee had been made some days since, and 
that its consideration had been delayed, but would 
no longer be delayed, and that it would be taken 
uy ona part ‘ul ir d ‘ly in his abse nee, 

The report of the committee was made about ten 
days ago. Whether it was printed at the time the 
rentleman from Maine [Mr. Hamuim] made his 
remarks, or on the day which the gentleman had 
first fixed for its consideration, he (Mr. C.) did 
not know. Certain it was, however, that there 
were but few members of the House who had yet 
seen this report. 'T'o this hour it had not been laid 


on their tables: and when, therefore, the eentleman 
spoke of delay, he (Mr. ©.) must insist that the 
inference should not thence be drawn that he had 


cnused that delay. The report was made only 
about ten daysagco. It had not yet, he repeated, 
been laid on the tables; and if there had been de- 
lay, it was not to him if should be attributed. 

As to his absence from the House, he would 
ate that he had been une xpectedly called away 
from the city; and it was not true that he had not 
notified the members of the committee of his con- 
templated absence. On the « ontrary, he had spoken 


et 


to several members of the committee, and all of 
them had said that the case could not come up un- 
til the present week. He had also spoken to ather 
members of the HHouse. He had also intended to 

wak to the chairman of the committee, but he did 
not see him; and he (Mr. C.) requested a friend of 
his to make to the chairman a statement of the fact 
of his intended absence. Judee, then, of his sur- 
prise when he read that the case had been brought 
up; that a day had been set apart for its considera- 
tion, and that something in the nature of a threat 
had been held out, that the case would be taken 
up ata certain time whether he was present or 
not. 
lie had felt it to be his duty to briefly make 
these remarks. 

\ir. HLAMLIN rose and asked leave to make a 
personal explanation. 

And leave having been granted— 


\ir. HAMLIN said he hardly knew that any of 


the suggestions made by the gentleman from Flori- 
da [Mr. Capetx] necessarily called for any ex- 
planation from him (Mr. H.); yet, inasmuch as 
there might apparently be a little misunderstand- 
ing between them as to what he did say, and as to 
the manner in which the subject had been present- 
ed to the House, he thought it proper to explain 
any real or Imaginary misunderstanding between 


the gentleman and himself, or the committee of 


which he was a member. 

He had only to say that the reports read from 
the papers were both incorrect. They were both, 
however, mainly correct. 

It might be proper for him, in this connexion, to 
state what was the understanding between the gen- 
tleman from Florida and himself. The genteman 
might recollect that he (Mr. H.) had given him 
his personal assurance, that the report would not 
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be called up by him until at least one day after it 
had been printed, and laid on the tables of the 
members, He had made no effort to call it up till 
three days after its delivery at the Capitol. Whether 
it had been laid on the tables of members or not, he 
could not tell. Whether gentlemen had placed a 
magic star on their desks, by which notice was 
given that these reports were detained in the docu- 
ment room, it was not for him to say. The report, 
however, had been delivered to this House, to be 
laid on the tables of members; they were in the 
document room, and had been laid on the tables of 
those members on whose desks the magic star to 
which he had alluded was not found. 

On the third day from their delivery, not know- 
ing of the gentleman’s absence, he (Mr. H.) had 
risen, and fixed a day for the consideration of the 
subject. Subsequently to giving that notice, the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Curver] called 
on him, (Mr. H.,) and said that he had just learned 
that his friend from Florida [Mr. Caperr] was 
absent. He (Mr. H.) did not know that fact 
when he gave the notice that he would call up the 
report. Every member of the committee whom 
he had seen stated that he knew nothing of t 
gentleman’s absence. He (Mr. H.) then referred 
to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. MeGaveney, | 
who said that the gentleman from Florida [Mr. 
Cane] had notified him of his intended absence, 
This was the first notice he (Mr. H.) had had of 
the fact. He (Mr. H.) had not given the notice 
to the House until the third day; and when he did 
vive it, he did not know the fact of the gentleman’s 
absence. 

When he had given the notice, and when it had 
heen printed, and would, in the due course of mail, 
reach New York, whither the gentleman had gone, 
he (Mr. H.) had supposed it would be sufficient 
notice to the gentleman to be here in the early part 
of the present week. And he (Mr. H.) thought 
that he might properly infer that if the gentleman 
did not return as early as the first day of the week, 
either that he did not care about remaining, or par- 
ticipatine in the settlement of the question. He 
(Mr. H.) had not supposed there was anything 
wrong in the matter—any Improper motive. He 
had not imputed anything of that kind, nor that 
the gentleman in any manner shrunk from the in- 
vestigation. He could not see, therefore, that there 
was any disacreement between them. 

CONTESTED ELECTION FROM FLORIDA. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of this subject. 

Mr. HARPER made an_ ineffectual effort to 
postpone it, for a reason which the reporter could 
not hear. 

Mr. AUGUSTUS A. CHAPMAN offered the 
following resolution: which was adopted: 

Resolved, That William H. Brockenbrough, who 
contests the seat of Edward Carrington Cabell, 
have leave to be heard in person at the bar of this 
House. 

The reading of the report was called for by Mr. 
THOMASSON and others, and the Clerk proceed- 
ed to read it. 

Several attempts were made to suspend the read- 
ing, which were ineffectual; and a similarly unsue- 
cessful effort was made by Mr. Srepuens to sus- 
pend it, with a view to move the postponement of 
the subject, so as to give the members (but few of 
whom had read it) an opportunity to read it for 
themselves. 

The reports of the majority and minority were 
then severally read. 

{Mr. HAMLIN corrected an error in the tabu- 
lar statement. ] 

The report of the majority of the committee 
concludes with the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That E. Carrington Cabell, returned 
to this Hlouse as a member thereof from the State 
of Florida, is not entitled to his seat. 

Resolved, That William H. Brockenbrough is 
entitled to a seat in this House, as a Representa- 
tive from the State of Florida. 

And the report of the minority concludes with 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That William H. Brockenbrough has 
not supported his petition, and that Edward C. 


Cabell is entitled to his seat in this House. 
Mr. HAMLIN then rose, and addressed the 


House in favor of the resolution of the majority of 
the committee. 


He said that though, in obedience to the demand 
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of the House, the report of the committee had | 
read, yet he would, for a short time, trespas 
its patience, whilst he called attention to som, 
facts, and to certain points of law and of eyid; 
embraced in it. He thought that, so far 
law, and the evidence applicable to that lay 
concerned, thefe would be found no disa: 
on the part of the committee. And, in order ; 
give gentlemen a more clear and definite jd, 
the law, and of the case as it was presented, 
would call their attention, somewhat in de: i? 
the facts and the law as they had been: already 
read, but more succinctly, and in another way, 
probably in a manner that would more clearly ev. 
hibit the law as it was, and the evidence as }: 
plied to that law. 

First, then, came the law of the Territory 
Florida, passed in 1843. That law regulated ; 
mode and the manner of holding elections. It yy 
it the duty of the eounty clerks to appoint ins), 
ors of election for the election of Territoria) and 
county officers. The clerk, after he had appointed 
inspectors, received the returns from them jy : 
various precincts where elections were held. The 
law provided fully for the mode and manner 
which county and Territorial officers should he 
elected. It made it the duty of the county clerks 
to appoint these inspectors, and to receive ret 

The constitution of the State of Florida provi 
that all officers, civil and military, holding offices 
the Territory of Florida at the time that cons 
tion was adopted, should hold over and discha 
their respective duties until other officers, required 
bylaw, should have been appointed. 

“The law of 1845, passed after Florida 
a State, changed the duty of the county clerks. 
provided that judges of probate should peform the 
same duties in the State of Florida that were orivi- 
nally performed in the Territory by the county 
clerks. If the matter had been lefi there, and th 
had been no other law, the case would be perf 
clear. No question could be raised, becausi 
law of the State imposed upon the judges of 
bate, when appointed, the same duties that ! 
been performed by the county clerks. They w 
to order elections. The law declared that a Rep- 
resentative in Congress should be elected in t 
same way and manner as the county officers. 1, 
therefore, these were the only two laws, 
could be no doubt that the judges of probate 
1845 were the same officers who, under the | 
1843, were to discharge the duties of county ‘ 

But in the month of May, 1845, the Leg: 
of Florida (before she became a State) passed 
another law—a law ‘to facilitate the admission 
of Florida into the Union.” The committee we 
of opinion that it was a law designed expressly | 
that purpose, and none other; and that, after 
event had taken place, it ceased to have any egal 
vitality. Indeed, it must be so, because the la 
passed in July, 1845, did not refer to the Territor 
law of May, 1845, for there was no provision 1) 
that Territorial law to regulate the mode and mai- 
ner of electing county officers. ‘The law itself, in 
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every form, by its caption and its preamble, was 4 
: 7. S. - -_ * farile 

special law, designed for the sole purpose ot f 

° . . . ry z 7 ag t r 

itatine the admission of the Territory as @ St 


into the Union, and of electing a Representative in 
Coneress at that time. ; ae 
Under that law a Representative was electe’. 
He resigned. The Legislature met and adopted 
the law of July, prescribing the mode and manner 
of electing members of Congress—that was to r ny» 
in the same way as county officers; and the judg s 
of probate were to exercis? the same powers | 
duties that county clerks originally had exercise 
Hence the only conclusion to be drawn was, ( 
judges of probate were now to appoint Inspectors 
‘and to receive returns, and to make these ret ; 
to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of Si" 
in turn, was to certify the aggregate of votes Y- 
ceived at his office, within thirty days, to © 
Governor: and on that certificate, the Governor 
was to issue his commission. ! 
Such was the opinion of the committee; 
was believed that, on a careful examination 
matter, gentlemen on all sides could come - 
other conclusion. Once having arrived at -— . 
clusion that the judges of probate were the tts"" 
returning officers, that they were the officers po! 
ed out by law, through whom the votes shall — 
the office of the Secretary of State, we might = z 
down upon a strict legal principle, that the “9 = 
of’ votes received at his office within thirty day 
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would be the only strict legal mode of ascertaining 
who was entitled, at the expiration of that thirty 
days, to the commission of the Governor. n 
this rule was taken as the basis of action, if we 
stopped there, then Mr. Brockenbrough was elect- 
ed by a majority of one hundred and fourteen votes; 
that was to say, votes re turned within thirty days 
by judges of probate and one county clerk, would 
eive him that majority. County clerks, ventlemen 
‘vould bear in mind, stood precisely in the same 
condition as judges of probate, because they origi- 
nally performed that duty; and the constitution 
provided that they should continue to discharge 
their duties till judges of probate should be ap- 
pointed. 5 

* But, sir, as an individual member of that com- 
mittee, I could not consent to fetter down and in- 
fringe upon the rights of the people of Florida by 
the provisions of any law simply directory. it 
must necessarily result in this, that the officers ap- 
pointed to do certain duties, in making returns, are 
in facet made electing officers; it is no longer an 
election of the people of the State, but an election 
of the returning officers. What is the true state of 
the votes given at the polls by the legal voters of 
the State, is the true question before the House, 
on the decision of which I trust they will make 
the decision of this question depend. I care not 
through what channel the votes thus legally cast 
reach the Secretary of State, or reach us here; that 
question would not have the weight of a single 
feather with me; it has not the power to be gal- 
vanized into life by all the eloquence and all the 
avenuity which gentlemen can bring to bear upon 
it: for the moment you depart from this rule for 
which I contend, you make the result of the elec- 

n depend, not on the elector, but upon the cor- 
rupt oficer, upon accidental loss, a upon every 
other incidental cireumstance which may come in 
to defeat the will of the people; and I have learned 
ihe lesson, which I shall not soon forget, that it is 
the true expression of the legal voters of this coun- 
try which is to be heard. ‘There, and there alone, 
reposes the sovereignty, regardless of all the paper 
forms that ean be thrown around it. These laws 

‘ egarded as directory only, and intended to se- 
eure, and not defeat, the will of the majority. 

Mr. H., remarking that he had not time to ex- 
amine all the various grounds taken by individual 
members of the committee, proceeded to consider 
the evidence which had been presented, and on 
which the committee had based their action. The 
frst paper was a statement, certified by the Secre- 
tary of State as being an exact copy of that state- 
ment which he had sent to the Governor within the 
thirty days required by law after the election, and 
on which statement the Governor had issued his 
commission to the sitting member. ‘This paper pre- 
sented returns from three classes of officers. It was 
true, the law of Florida provides by what class of 
oflicers the returns shall be made. <A portion of 
these returns were made by judges of probate; the 
majority of the committee say they are legal re- 
‘urns; another portion were made by county clerks; 
the majority of the committee said they were te- 
gal;and another portion, giving to the sitting mem- 
ver [Mr. Capex] 370 odd votes, and to the con- 
esting member [Mr. Brockensroven] some 180 





votes, which were made by inspectors directly to | 


‘he Secretary of State. He was for receiving and 
‘ounting every vote of all these returns, no matter 
What was the result which was arrived at thereby. 
lhere were additional returns made by judges of 


probate to the Secretary’s office after the thirty days; 


‘ie contesting member presented certified copies 
of them, and they were allowed by the committee. 

'e contesting member also presented returns 
made by inspectors of elections in Monroe county. 
, lese were made directly to the Secretary of State, 
wut after the thirty days, and were by the Secretary 
‘ertified to this House; and as one of the commit- 
“©, arriving at the‘conclusion of the Secretary of 


And if 
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the weight of a single feather. The gentlemen | 


themselves could not have considered the force of 
such an argument; and when they fairly looked at 
it, it would not be found to have strength enouch 
to stand alone, and it really required the minority 
report to give it strength to stand up to be kicked 
over. Further, in order to show the inconsistency 
of this position of the minority of the committee, 
he reminded them that they received the certificate 
of the same Secretary of State on which the com- 
mission was issuedawhose certificate in the other 
case they objected » as extra-official, and to be 
considered only in the nature of an affidavit. It 
certainly required perception much nicer than his 
to understand the justice of such a distinction. 

He further urged, in reply to the argument of 
the minority, that the committee were not necessa- 
rily bound to take the whole of the paper; in the 
view that they were narrowing the matter down to 
a mere individual concern—which, in ease of book 
account, he admitted would be correct—but here 
the people mainly were interested; and, although 
the paper had been introduced by the contesting 
member, the committee were not bound to take 
sgich parts of it as were inconsistent with common 
sense or with law; the committee was judge of Its 
force and effect. Again: the Secretary of State 
was bound to certify all papers coming legally into 
his possession ‘The constitution did not provide 
that they should be legal papers in his possession; 
but that any paper legally in the possession of the 
Secretary of State, may be certified, and the paper 
thus certified, have all the power of the original 
paper. He (Mr. H.) would have taken these re- 
turns from Monroe if they had never gone to the 
Secretary of State; he would have traced back to 
thatcounty and ascertained what were the returns 
made by the Inspectors of the votes legaliy cast, 
and he would have received them in evidence. 
The strictly legal channel would have been for 
them to have gone through the judge of probate; 
but nevertheless, they had been received, and le- 
gally received, by the Se eretary of State, and when 
certified by him, they had all the effect of original 
papers. ‘They were papers relating to the election 
of that State; they had gone to the Secretary of 
State in alegal manner, and were certified to by him. 
Why, then, should not these votes, certified to in 
this evidence, be taken equally with the same class 
certified by the same officer to the governor, on 
which the commission had issued, and which had 
been received by the minority of the committee ? 

Then, if they confined themselves strictly to the 
returns made by the proper returning officers, Mr. 

JROCKENBROUGH Was elected; if they took the ag- 


| gregate of the votes cast at the polls and returned, 


Mr. Brockensroven was elected ; and it would 
seem that they should at least have the consistency 
of taking one ground or the other. 

But the minority say that the majority are bound 


| to draw their conclusions from minority premises, 


at that conclusion. 


| that Mr. Cape.y was elected. 


Gentlemen labored under a mistake there. It was 
not so. If it was proper to refer to the proceed- 
ings of the committee, he could very easily show 
who had changed fronts upon the committee, and 
to show that there was no drawing conclusions 
from minority premises. A majority of the com- 
mittee concurred in the conclusions of the report. 
To be sure, different gentlemen took different 
views, and had trayelled different ways in arriving 
The gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Cuase] took a more technical view than 


ihe, (Mr. H.,) but he arrived at the same conclu- 


sion. 

The minority also stated that the committee di- 
rected one of their number to draw a report stating 
Such was not the 


| fact. The journal of the committee would show it. 


Ste e | 
“tate, he (Mr. H.) went for counting these votes, || 


and for his life he could see no distinction between 


“ae the same class returned to the Governor 
“thin the thirty days, or‘those which were re- || 


turned after the thirty days. 


But they were told 


shecyntestant as a whole, and that all its contents 
nn be received. Both gentlemen, he granted, 
the ‘aca interest in this question, but it was 
- i ple of Florida principally who were inter- 
Sed, and any admissions or objections which were 


made by either of these gentlemen could not have | statement No. 1. 


'y the minority that the first paper was offered by | 


[A voice: ‘Perhaps the journal of the commit- 
tee shows false.’’| 

The gentleman on my left (said Mr. H.) cays 
that the journal of the committee shows false. It 
does not; and Mr. H. appealed to the majority of 
the committee to say if such a vote was passed. 
Mr. H. here gave his statement of what had pass- 
ed in committee, and of the vote which had thus 
been referred to by the minority, showing that it 
was not a vote directing a report to be drawn 
which should conclude by declaring that Mr. Ca- 
BELL was elected, referring to Mr. Cuase (who 


| assented) and to other members of that committee 
|| to sustain him in regard to the fact. 


One single remark further, with reference to 
Gentlemen on the other side 


| 
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micht tell them that there was no evidence in that 
paper that any returns were included in it which 
were made by inspectors; but that paper show- 
ed that the returns were made by judges of 
probate, by county clerks, and there were other 
returns, with the names oa each preemmet, whieh 
they were justified in saying were the returns of 
inspectors. If they we re not inspectors, they had 
no right there at all; and there was no reason why 
they should include them, and exclude returns of 
precisely the same character from Monroe. 

In relation to the matter of the notice which was 
riven by the contestant to the sitting member, he 
had one word to say. This matter was strictly 
confined to record eV ide hee, The notice originally 
given was hot, perhaps, sufficiently broad and spe- 
cific to include any particular vote or pre inet: but 
it suthciently covered every fact which could be 
proved by record, as a notice, general in its char- 
acter, would put the gentleman on his guard, whilst 
a specification as to record evidence would by no 
means change that reeord. : 


‘The minority conelude their report by asking 
for del Ly, and the statement of the sitting member, 
he understood, had been printed and placed on the 
tables of the me of this By the 
the evidence, he thought the 

member entitled to Now, 
should new issues he opened ? 

Mr. M. BROWN interposed to inquire of the 
centeman whether the returns were all in, as he 
understood, from a remark of the gentleman, that 
this might not be the ease in rerard to them all. 

Mr. HAMLIN replied that he 


that there was no d: 


inbers Eiouse. 
record, and by all 


. ps » ' 
contesting nis seat. 


could only say 
information before the 
committee, although it had been soueht by various 
members of it both gentlemen, as to how 
many counties there were ‘lorida, or bow many 
precincts; but he from 
between the re spective parties, that 


finite 
from 
unaers'ood conversation 
there was one 
county, he was certain, and perhaps another, from 
which no returns were in. 

Mr. BROWN. At this time? 

Mr. HAMLIN. (At this time. And (Mr. H. 
continued) he believed that in that one county no 
election was held. There was also one precinct, 
the returns of which had been certified by the Sec- 
retary of State in an additional statement, which 
they had not counted, and wich g Mn 
BrockeENBROUGH some six or eight majority 
‘There was also a paper annexed (No. 6) from an 
additional precinet, which gives to Mr. B. twenty 
majority, which they had not counted, as it was 
not clear to their minds that the returns of that 
recinet had not been made by the judges of pro- 
rate, 


gave to 


The matter was, then, presented upon record 
evidence. ‘The minority asked additional time. 
That was a question for the House in its wisdom 
to settle; but before they settled it aflirmatively, he 
asked, where was this controve rsy to end in case 
this mode of procedure was allowed? It was a 
matter of record evidence; and now, if the other 
party gave notice that he wished to change the 
issue from the record to the polls, and upon that 
notice, if time was given to the sitting member for 
the purpose of showing that illegal votes were 
given, and by rejecting which he would be enti- 
tled to the seat, then, by the same rule, after the 
result had been thus changed, the other party 
might ask time to go home and ascertain what 


| votes had been illegally given for his opponent; 


and where would the matterend? It was now con- 
fined strictly to the returns; neither party had no- 
tified the other of his desire to go behind those re- 
turns; and it was for the House to say whether 
justice required that this new field should be open- 
ed upon the conjecture of either party. — 

Mr. McGAUGHEY (of the minority of the 
committee) explained that the minority did not un- 
conditionally ask for delay, but only that, if either 
party desired time, it should be given. 


Mr. HAMLIN, continuing, confessed that, aecor- | 


ding to the explanation, he had misunderstood the 
concluding paragraph of the minority report. He 
had supposed they desired more time, and in this 
way new issues might be opened, and the position 
of the parties be entirely changed. In this case, 


| the opinion of the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. 


Hunter,] expressed at the commencement of the 
session, should be adopted, and the laboring oar 
should be taken by the man who appears to have 
a minority of the votes, and the man apparently 
elected should be allowed to take the place of the 
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a tting member, while the other should be the con- 
testant. ‘That man who had a majority of the re- 
turns should at least have his seat, and let the other 
party become the contestant. 

~ He had thus stated briefly the reasons which had 
led his mi id to the ¢ melusion to which the com- 
mittee had come. He could arrive at no other con- 


} 


clusion than that they must either confine them- 

‘Ives strictly to the legal returns, and then the con- 
testing member was elected, or that they must take 
the broader ground, (which was supported by the 
precedents of this House,) and go tothe actual state 
of the polls, in which case also they could come to 
io other conclusion than that the contesting mem- 


ber was entitle d to the seat. 


Mr. CHIPMAN, (a member of the minority of 


the committee.) referring to this fact, proposed to 
show, ina few remarks, how he had been forced 
into this position. Whether the report of what was 
called the minority of the committee had sufficient 
aa 


ec and vigor to stand alone,soasto beina position 


to be **kicked” by the pretended majority, he would 
not undertake to discuss. He had no feeling as be- 
tween the respective parties in this question. If his 
political prejudices could have led him either way, 

talnty he would have been likely to be biased in 
/ 


‘avor of the contestant. But inevery vote which he 
had ziven in the prozress of the investieation, he 
had vone blindfolde 1 as to the consequences—with 
no knowledve as to its influence upon the final re- 
eult: and he would here say, that at the time the 
fnal vote was given which determined this ques- 
tion, he had no knowledee as to what would be its 
consequence; but on the contrary he had surmised 
that the effect of it would be to give the seat on 

iis floor to the contestant. The committee (he 
said) had proceeded to investigate this case on the 
yution which h id been 
awn up by him—on the broadest principles of 

: =: 


‘mocrahec ricgat—in order to determine » when it 
should be ascert uned which of the p ities had re- 


principles set forth in a res 


ceived the greatest number of votes, that he was 
entitled to the se But he did not understand, in 
coming to this determination, that they were to 
take anything and everything for evidence; he did 


not understand that, in the lancuage of one of the 
committee. they were to receive that which would 
he considered ileg 
and which would be rejected; that as they were 
seeking for trath, they had better take such evidence. 


in advancing in its investigation, 


il evidence in a court of justice, 


ree 


he committee, 
»roposed that the contestant and the sitting mem- 
er should submit the evidence on which they 
The first paper 
offered was the paper No. 1, to which the honor- 


ible chairman of the committee had alluded. And 


houn led them reé spe ‘tive ciaims, 


re he berged leave to state, that on an inspec- 
on of that paper, it would be found that there 
vere no returns tn U, as certified by the ecretary 
f State, except returns made by ‘probate judges. 
Phat micht, perhaps, seem a broad assertion, after 
he declaration of the chairman of the committee; 
There 
ras one return purporting to have been made by 
: county clerk, which the Secretary of State had 
expressly excepted and rejected. He wished the 
Hfouse, then, to bear in mind this fact, that there 
vas no return in statement No. 1, on which the 
commission was issued, except returns by judges 


nt he should attempt to substantiate it. 


ot propate. 

Mr. A. A. CHAPMAN, (a member of the com- 
inittee,) was understood to inquire if the returns 
of the county of Nassau, were not other than by 

idves of probate ? 

Mr. CHLIPMAN. If the gentleman will wait 
and hear me through, I will explain the matter 
“ally to the House, He had no particular feeling 
on this subject, (he continued)—none; and not- 

thstandine it had been said by the honorable 

‘hairman, and by other gentlemen, that the mi- 
vority of the committee, as the y called it, had ar- 
rived at an absurdity in their conclusions, they 
would see where the absurdity lay before he got 
The gentleman, therefore, he hoped, 
would keep cool. 

The paper No. 1, he was about to remark, was 
o Tered to the committee by the contestant, and was 
received by them without being objected to by the 
sitting member, or by any member of the commit- 
tec, The next paper (No. 2) purported to be re- 
tarns made by mspectors of elections directly to 
the Secretary of State. ‘The committee had deter- 
mined that the proper returns were those legally 
placed in the office of the Secretary of State, and 


throuch. 
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to which his certificate would give the force of evi- 
dence; that these were to be received as good re- 
turns, and these alone; and hence that inspectors’ 
returns were not admissible. The question arose 
whether these inspectors, under their official oaths, 
could make these returns, and give them, when 
backed by the certificate of the Secretary, the force 
and effect of legal evidence. The majority of the 
committee decided that they were illegal; that the 
inspectors had no right to send up such returns to 
the Secretary of State, and, to use the language of 
the constitution, that they were not papers legally 
in the possession of the Secretary of State, and, 
therefore, that his certificate could not give them 
the force of evidence. Under this rule of proceed- 
ing, the decision would have given the election to 
the sitting member upon the evidence before the 
committee; and so it was declared, not by the now 

Lulnority of the committee, but by the then majority 
of the committee. Mr. C. gave the details of the 
progress of the deliberations of the committee as 
to whether the whole returns in tabular statement 
No. 1 should be received. He had supposed from 
the statements concerning it that the returns had 
been made paruy by judges of probate, partly by 
inspectors of election, &c.; but upon examination, 
he found the state of the case the reverse of this, 
and that all the returns were made by judges of 
probate. He gave the facts which had led him to 
this conclusion, from which it appeared that, for 
several counties, the returns were made without 
specifying by whom made; and that, after tracing 
down some four or five counties returned in this 
way, they came to one, annexed to which was the 
statement of having been made by the judge of pro- 
bate; he thence inferred, and he appealed to gen- 
tlemen if this was nota fair rule of construction, 
that the respective returns above were made by the 
same officers, viz: judges of probate. He also re- 
ferred to details of facts in substantiation of the 
statement of the report of the minority of the com- 
mittee, that one of their number had been directed 
to draw up a report, coming to the conclusion that 
Nir. CABELL was entitled to his seat. He had con- 
curred in this order of the then majority; he had 
never been into the committee since, and he never 
would meet them again to act on that business. 
He stood here to-d 1y the advocate not of the mi 
nority report, but of the majority report. He had 
learned since, out of doors, that by the secession 
of one of the majority (on grounds which he stated) 
the committee had subsequently reversed their de- 
cision, and thus they who were of the then majority 
were now left in the minority. 

Mr. COBB rose for information of the gentle- 
man,and remarking that he nderstood him to say 
that in tabular statement No. 1, on which the com- 
mission was issued, were included no returns by 
inspectors, he wished to know how the gentleman 
reconciled his statement with the following pas- 
sage of the reportof the minority of the cummit- 
tee, among whom was found the name of the gen- 
tleman, viz: 

‘This statement [paper No. 1] the House will 
perceive includes ali the votes returned to the of- 
‘fice of the Secretary of State at the expiration of 
‘thirty days, both those returned by inspectors, 
and those returned by judges of probate: count- 
ing those returned by the judges alone, the con- 
testant has 114 majority; counting those returned 
by the inspectors, the sitting member has 165 
majority; counting all the votes returned by both 
sets of officers, the sitting member has 51 ma- 
‘ jority.” 

Mr. CHIPMAN, in reply, stated that that por- 
tion of the report proceeded on the assumption of 
the now majority of the committee, by which they 
‘laimed that a portion of these returns came from 
Inspectors, 

Mr. COBB. It seems, from the report, that the 
minority agree to that statement. 

Mr. CHIPMAN. I think the gentleman will 
find, on examining the whole report, that that po- 
sition is repudiated by the now minority of the 
committee, and that in the passage he has read, 
they are treating it as the assumption of the now 
majority, and not acceding to the correctness of it. 
If the report is not so drawn as to express this 
idea, it ought to have been. 

Mr. COBB. I do not find it, sir. The minor- 
ity of the committee do not repudiate this idea; 
but they expressly recognise it in the extract I 
have read, and elsewhere. 


Mr. CULVER (of the minority of the commit- 
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‘ 
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an. 20, 
tee—Mr. Cuirman still yielding the floor) was yp. 
derstood to explain that the misapprehension of 
the gentleman from Georgia {Mr. Coss] micht 
have arisen from the fact that there wer ee 
ments marked No. 1. 

Mr. COBB inquired if he was to understa; d 
that the gentleman trom New York [Mr, CuLver) 
agreed with the gentleman from Michigan, that 
the paper No. 1, upon which the commission was 
issued, included only the returns of judges of 
wrobate? 

Here followed several interrogatories on the 
of Mr. Cone, substantially repetitions of the 
above given, and replies by Mr. Curver, which 
had not reached the point, apparently, satis. 
tory to Mr. Cops, when the colloquy was inter. 
rupted by : 

Mr. MeGAUGHEY, who remarked that the 
genteman from Georgia seemed desirous of sy). 
mitting the members composing the minority of 
the committee individually to an examination, “He 
(Mr. McG.) was ready to take his turn; but, ag 
the gentleman had now the gentleman from Mic). 
gan {[Mr. Cuipman] under examination, he honed 
he would finish with him, and then he micht afier- 
wards come to the gentleman from New York and 
himself. 

Mr. COBB replied that he had not called the 
gentleman from New York to the stand; he had 
volunteered his testimony; but he was questioning 
the gentleman from Michigan for information upon 
this point, being unable himself to reconcile the 
verbal statement of the gentleman with the report, 
H{[e should be happy to hear from the gentleman 
{Mr. MeGaveuey] in due time, and would like to 
have him undertake to reconcile the statement of 
the gentleman from Michigan with the report of 
the minority of the committee. 

Mr. CHIPMAN, who, during all this time, had 
quietly occupied his seat, now resumed the floor, 
He repeated the expression of his belief that the 
report of the now minority, taken entire, treated 
this position, that a portion of the returns in paper 
No. 1 were by inspectors of elections, as the as- 
sumption of the present majority, and that it car- 
ried on its face suificient explanation to satisfy any 
centleman not disposed to be captious, that tabular 
statement No. 1 was claimed by the minority to be 
composed entirely of judges of probate returns. It 
might be true that this report was not suflciently 
explicit in exhibiting this as the position assumed 
by the then minority of the committee; and this 
might be the reason why the present minority had 
been represented to be in the dilemma of having 
reported an absurdity. 

Could the committee know the wishes of the 
people of Florida? How were they to be made 
known? Was the committee, he asked, bound to 
receive papers as evidence which were not duly au- 
sbentionad ? Must not the facts narrated by both 
parties be acted on? If not, both parties must be 
defeated, and the election set aside. If both parties 
assented to certain facts, why should not such facts 
he taken as testimony? No question arose in the 
committee as to tabular statement No. 1. It was 
not till No. 2 was taken up, that any difference 
arose in the committee. For the purpose of arriv- 
ing at the truth, the committee had taken as evi- 
dence what was known not to be true. The elec- 
tions to Congress were held under the State law. 
Was the election to be determined by the returns 
of officers who were not acting under the sanction 
of an oath? Ifthe inspectors acted without au- 
thority, their returns ought not to be received. 
The majority of the committee had considered that 
the inspector’s return was not evidence. He sud- 
mitted that no evidence ought to be taken by Con- 
cress which was not sanctioned by an oath; for, 
otherwise, there would be no security for the rights 
of any one. The committee, it seemed to him, 
had jumped at conclusions haphazard. When 
this offset against the votes of the sitting member 
was spoken of, he moved a notice in committee for 
the parties, in order that the returns of the inspect- 
ors might be verified by oath; for it would not 
have produced much delay in the case to send to 
Florida for this authentication. But the majority 
of the committee overruled this motion. In state 
ment No. 1, a certificate made by the clerk of the 
election was, that the election was held on the ith 
of October, whereas it was held on the 6th; af 
that certificate was rejected as illegal. He repeate 
that he was a little surprised at the manner in which 
the minority report had been treated. He was 
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